Report on the Observance of International Day
for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer

15th-16th September 2025

1. Introduction

The Himachal Pradesh State Pollution Control Board (HPSPCB) observed the International
Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer 2025 across its regional offices with great
enthusiasm from 15th to 16th September 2025. A wide range of awareness initiatives were
conducted in Dharamshala, Paonta Sahib, Una, Baddi, Bilaspur, Mandi, Shimla, Parwanoo,
Kullu, Hamirpur and Chamba. These included industry awareness and orientation
programmes at key industrial hubs, technical workshops on alternatives to ozone-depleting
substances (CFCs, HCFCs, HFCs), interactive discussions, and plantation drives. Industries
were encouraged to adopt ozone-friendly technologies, sustainable practices, and
compliance with environmental regulations, while students and youth were engaged
through slogan writing, painting, quizzes, debates, PowerPoint presentations, and
awareness lectures, emphasizing their role in building a sustainable future.

Collaborations with Hotel & Restaurant Associations, NGOs, District Legal Services
Authorities, and industrial associations further strengthened outreach, targeting hospitality
and industrial stakeholders. Plantation drives in Parwanoo and industrial areas reinforced
environmental responsibility, while collective pledges during events highlighted the
commitment toward ozone protection. Aligned with the global theme “Fixing the Ozone
Layer and Reducing Climate Impact”, these activities not only educated participants about
the significance of the ozone layer and the impact of its depletion but also showcased
India’s progress under the Montreal Protocol in phasing out ozone-depleting substances.
The observance successfully fostered awareness, active participation, and sustainable
action among students, industries, and communities across Himachal Pradesh.

2. Activities Conducted

A. Industry Awareness & Orientation Programmes

These programmes were aimed at sensitising the industrial sector to adopt ozone-friendly
technologies, understand the provisions of the Montreal Protocol, and commit towards
environmental protection.

1) Dharamshala (RO Dharamshala with Hotel & Restaurant Association, Smart City

Dharamshala):

e The Regional Office Dharamshala, in collaboration with the Hotel & Restaurant
Association and Smart City Dharamshala, organised an Industry Awareness
Programme on 15th September 2025 at Hotel Bhagsu (HPTDC), McLeodganj. The
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event was graced by Sh. Vinay Dhiman, DTDO Kangra, and attended by over 30

hoteliers.

e Dr. Amrik Singh from CUHP delivered the keynote, highlighting the role of the ozone
layer, the threats of its depletion, and eco-friendly practices the hospitality sector can

adopt—such as energy-efficient technologies,

reducing single-use plastics, and

sustainable waste management. The event concluded with an interactive discussion and
a collective pledge by participants to adopt ozone-friendly practices in the tourism
sector.
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i) Una (RO Una with Haroli Block Industries Association):
e The Regional Office Una,

in collaboration with the Haroli

Block

Industries

Association, organised an Industrial Meet on 15th September 2025 at the Rajeev
Gandhi Community Centre, Bathu. The event saw active participation from local

industries.




e Expert speakers included Dr. D.N. Prasad (KC College of Pharmacy), Sh. Anshul
Dhiman (Joint Director, DIC Una), and Dr. Ina Thakur (I1IT Saloh). They highlighted
the health and environmental impacts of ozone depletion, the role of industries in
adopting clean technologies, and successful case studies of eco-friendly alternatives.

e The programme concluded with an interactive discussion and a collective call for
industries to adopt ozone-friendly technologies and contribute to sustainable
development.
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iii) Paonta Sahib (Kala Amb):

The Regional Office Paonta Sahib organised an Industry Awareness Programme on
16th September 2025 at Kala Amb to mark World Ozone Day. The event saw the
participation of a large number of industry representatives, environmental experts, and
officials, with the aim of enhancing awareness on ozone protection and environmental
conservation.

The programme began with a lamp-lighting ceremony. Prof. Sanjay Sharma, NITTTR
Chandigarh, delivered the inaugural address, highlighting the importance of
international cooperation in protecting the ozone layer and the success of the Montreal
Protocol as a global environmental treaty. He urged industries to adopt clean energy,
pollution-control measures, and innovative technologies.

Regional Officer Sh. Atul Parmar explained the scientific role of the ozone layer in
filtering harmful UV-B radiation and the dangers of its depletion. He noted India’s
significant achievement in phasing out nearly 99% of harmful ozone-depleting
substances under the Montreal Protocol and encouraged industries to adopt eco-
friendly alternatives and new technologies.

Experts from Mankind Pharma, Blue Star, and Pidilite Industries also shared their
initiatives in reducing pollution and adopting sustainable practices, reinforcing the idea
that industrial growth and environmental protection can go hand in hand.

The programme concluded with an Ozone Protection Pledge by all participants,
followed by a quiz competition on ozone, environmental policies, and sustainable
industrial practices. Winners were appreciated, and participation certificates were
distributed.

The event was well-received and successfully raised industry awareness about their
responsibilities in safeguarding the ozone layer and the environment.
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iv) Baddi (with CPCB RD Chandigarh & Colgate India Pvt. Ltd.):

The HP State Pollution Control Board, Regional Office Baddi, in collaboration with
CPCB RD Chandigarh and Colgate India Pvt. Ltd., organised an Awareness
Programme on the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer on 16th
September 2025 at Colgate’s Jharmajri unit.

Experts emphasised the vital role of the ozone layer in sustaining life, the risks
associated with its depletion, and sustainable practices that industries can adopt to
support environmental protection. The programme also included a plantation drive
within the unit premises, reinforcing the shared commitment to a cleaner and healthier
environment.
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v) Mandi (Workshop with Automobile Units):

e The Regional Office, Mandi celebrated ozone day 2025 by organizing awareness
workshop with all Automobile units at Mandi, The stakeholders were made aware
through power point presentation regarding preservation of ozone layer and sustainable
practicies. The units were also made aware about applicable Environmental laws their
waste streams and SC|ent|f|c disposals and Annual returns
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vi) Kullu (Industrial Area, Shamshi):

e The Regional Office Kullu organised a stakeholder meeting at the Community Hall,
Industrial Area Shamshi on the occasion of World Ozone Day 2025. The programme
brought together members of the Industrial Association, Shamshi, along with
representatives from various industrial units.

B. School Awareness and Competitions
« Schools were actively engaged to build awareness among young students, the future
stewards of our environment. Activities included essay writing, painting, debates, and
interactive sessions.



i) Bilaspur (DAV School Barmana with DLSA Bilaspur):

o HPSPCB Regional Office Bilaspur celebrated the international day for the preservation
of Ozone Layer on September 15th in DAV School Barmana along with DLSA authority
Bilaspur, aligning with the global theme of "Montreal Protocol: A Success Story". The
event aimed to educate students about the importance of protecting the ozone layer and
mitigating climate change. students gained valuable insights into the impact of human
actions on the environment.

e The celebration emphasized the significance of individual and collective efforts in
preserving the ozone layer and promoting sustainability. Students learned about the
Montreal Protocol's success in reducing ozone-depleting substances and its positive
impact on the environment. The event also highlighted the importance of adopting eco-
friendly practices and reducing carbon footprint. The students' participation and
enthusiasm were commendable, and the event was a success in raising awareness about
ozone layer protection.
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i) Shimla (Crescent Star Public School, Totu):

o HPSPCB Regional Office Shimla celebrated International Day for the Preservation of the
Ozone Layer in association with Crescent Star Public School, Totu with great enthusiasm
and awareness-building activities. The event aimed to educate students about the
importance of the ozone layer and the urgent need to protect it. The celebration highlighted
the role of young minds in contributing to a sustainable future and reinforced the school’s
commitment to environmental education and climate action. Together, we pledge to protect
the ozone layer — because there's no Planet B!
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i) Parwanoo (Central Laboratory at GSSS Parwanoo):

o Central Laboratory Parwanoo celebrated the day at Govt. Senior Secondary School
Parwanoo by organizing Slogan writing competition and Painting competition among
various houses of School. Further awareness activity by delivering lecture on Ozone
Layer protection with its harmful effects was also organized. The event was aimed to
educate students about the importance of the ozone layer and the urgent need to protect
it. The celebration was highlighted by facilitating students with prizes to aware them
about role of young minds in contributing to a Sustainable Future and
Environmental Protection.
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iv) Mandi (DAV Public School, Nerchowk):

v) Kullu (Virtual Awareness Programme, GSSS Bajaura):

Various awareness activities were organised at DAV Public School, Nerchowk, where
students from Classes | to XII enthusiastically participated in essay writing, poster
making, reel making, quiz, and PowerPoint presentation competitions. Top-performing
students in each category were recognised and awarded for their achievements.

The Regional Office, HPSPCB, Kullu in collaboration with the
District Legal Services Authority (DLSA), Kullu organized a
virtual awareness programme at Government Senior Secondary
School, Bajaura, Kullu which was attended by nearly 80 students.
The programmes highlighted the importance of the ozone layer in
protecting life on Earth, the sources and impacts of ozone-depleting
substances (ODS), and India’s efforts under the ODS Rules, 2000
in alignment with global initiatives.

The programmes were concluded with an interactive discussion
wherein, the Industries and students were encouraged to adopt
ozone-friendly technologies, reduce the usage of CFCs/HCFCs, and
integrate environmentally sound practices in their operations to
support environmental protection initiatives for a cleaner and
greener Himachal Pradesh.

vi) Chamba (GSSS Banikhet):

On the occasion of the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer 2025,
the Regional Office, Chamba organised a series of awareness programmes:

On 15th September 2025, an awareness session was held at Government Senior
Secondary School, Banikhet, where students were informed about ozone layer depletion
and its impacts. A debate competition on the theme of ozone protection was also
conducted.

On 16th September 2025, in collaboration with the District Legal Services Authority
(DLSA) Chamba, Nagar Parishad Dalhousie, and Hilldari NGO Dalhousie, a
workshop-cum-awareness programme was organised for hoteliers of Dalhousie,
Banikhet, and Khajjiar. The hoteliers were sensitised about ozone depletion, their role
in its protection, and were also guided on solid waste management practices for their
establishments.
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C. Plantation Drives

Plantation was undertaken to symbolise eco-restoration and sustainability.

i) Parwanoo (with Gabriel India Ltd., Morepen Labs, Federal Mogul):

The Himachal Pradesh State Pollution Control Board (HPSPCB), Parwanoo, in
collaboration with local industrial units, organized a plantation drive to promote awareness
about ozone layer protection. The event was conducted within the premises of the
participating industries to ensure proper care and long-term survival of the saplings. The
following industries actively participated:

i) M/s Gabriel India Ltd.
iii) M/s Morepen Laboratories
iv) M/s Federal Mogul Bearing India Limited

A total of 25 saplings of ozone-friendly, air-purifying species were planted, underscoring
a strong commitment to environmental sustainability. This year’s theme, “Fixing the Ozone
Layer and Reducing Climate Impact,” emphasizes the urgent need to eliminate ozone-
depleting substances and adopt eco-friendly practices. Photographs from the event
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highlight the collective efforts of the industry and HPSPCB toward a cleaner, healthier
environment.
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i) Baddi (Colgate India Pvt. Ltd.):

e Plantation within factory premises to complement the awareness programme.
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D. Cleanliness Drive
e One cleanliness drive was also conducted by Regional Office Shimla.

i) RO Shimla with MC Rohru:
e The Regional Office of the Himachal Pradesh State Pollution Control Board (Shimla), in

collaboration with the Municipal Council Rohru & Kotkhai, successfully organized two
joint cleanliness drive that collected nearly 1 metric ton of solid waste in a single day.
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3. Key Outcomes

e Industries sensitised on eco-friendly technologies and compliance with Montreal
Protocol.

« School children engagement through competitions and creative activities.

o Sustainability promoted via plantation drives.

« Community participation enhanced through collaborative workshops.

o Collective pledges for ozone protection taken at multiple locations.

4. Conclusion

e The 2025 observance across Himachal Pradesh demonstrated a holistic approach—
industry, schools, communities, and government joining hands. By combining
awareness, technical sessions, plantation, and youth activities, HPSPCB reinforced
its commitment to protecting the ozone layer and addressing climate impacts.

15



