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| came to learn about the initiedi of a
newsletter being brought out on quarter
basis It gives me immense pleasure to
extend my warmest greetings to PCB
newsletter tearfor bringing out an
inaugural edition of our organization's
newsletteiduring March 2024

On February 14, 2024, | asmed the
chargeof the 40" Chairman of the State
Pollution Control Board, and | view this
initiative as exceptionally innovative.
This newslettewill serve as a testament
to our commitment to transparency,
communication, and community buildin:
within our organization.

In today's faspaced world, effective
communication is of paramount
importance. Through this newsletter, w«
aim to provide a platform for sharing
important updates, insightful articles,
success stories, and upcoming events.
will serve & a vital channel for
disseminating informatioandfostering
collaboration.

My best wishes to the PCB Team!
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Our Government is

I l committed to transforming
Himachal Pradesh into a

Green Energy Stateby
March 31, 2026

MEMBER
SECRET&®RY
MESSAGE

ShAnil Joshi(IFS)
Member Secretary,
HP StatePollution Control Boarc

It is with great pleasure and excitement tt
| extend my warmest greetings to my
newsletter team, who brought out this
inaugural newsletter within short span of
time. As the Member Secretary of the Ste
Board, | am honored to have the
opportunity to lead such a talented and
dedicated team.

The month March 2024 marks the
inauguration of our organization's
newsletted a platform that will serve as a
conduit for communication, collaboration,
and celebration of our collective
achievements. Through this newsletter, v
will not only share updates and milestone
but also cultivate a sense of togethernes:
and belonging among all members of our
organization.

At the State Board, we are driven by a

s har ed Cemnsttedamkeep fi
Himachal Pradesh Pollution free through
appropriate Environmentally Compatible
Management Practices.

In pursuit of above, | encourage the Tear
to actively engage with the newsletter
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HPSPCB

The Ministry of Environment Forest & Climate
Change, Govt. of I ndi
Sarvekshan 2023 Awarc
Amb towns of the State for achieving first and
second rankeespectively at national level unde
National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) in the
Category3 towns having less than 3 lakhs of
population.

The cash award of R85.00 lakhs and 25.00
lakhs for both these towns respectively were
presented by StShivrajSingp Chouhan
Chief Minister, Madhya Pradesh and. Sh
Bhupendra Yadav, Hon¢
Environment Forest & Climate Change, Govt.
India on Swachch Vayu Divas o Beptember
2023 held at Madhya Prade$h. Anil Joshi
(IFS), Member Secretar Himachal Pradesh
State Pollution Control Board has received the

award on behalf of the State.




Recapping the

Anil Joshi, Member Secretary, HPSPCB

Over the past year, the PCB HP team has
diligently pursued the enhancement of regulatc

processes, infrastructure, and manpower, adoj
a proactive stance towards addressing diverse
issues extending beyond mere administrative
realms. The team has prioritized active
engagement with stakeholders, particularly
industry partners, ensuring tilgesupport in
acquiring regulatory approvals. Special empha
has been placed on conducting numerous field
visits, including exposure visits beyond state
borders, and inspections of industrial facilities 1
enforce compliance with environmental standa
The integration ohew|IT tools has notably
augmented operational efficiendyloreover, the
establishment of an addition@egionalOffice in
Hamirpur in March 2024 has significantly
broadened our operational footprint.
Recognizing the pivotal role ofdaratories in
monitoring and regulatipollution concerted
efforts have been directed towards enhancing
capabilities to meet national standards. Notabl
our Regional Laboratories in Paonta Sahib anc
ShimlareceivedNABL accreditations in June an
August 2023, respectively.

We also take immense pride in receiving the
"Swaclch Vayu Sarvekshan Award 2023" unde
the National Clean Air Program (NCAP)
sponsored by MOEFCC, GOlI, clinching and
2" prizes (CategorB, population less than 3
lakhs) for Pawanoo and Kala Amb, respectively
as National Clear Air cities.

An Ideation HackathoR023involving over 200
colleges across the state was orchestrated
Shimla o 5" June 2023. The event, graced by
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, Héle Chief Minister
of Himachal Pradesh, revolved around the ther
"Waste to Wonder," with prizes worth three lak
awarded to deserving winners.

HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE
POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD —
AN INTRODUCTION

The H.P. State Pollution Control Board (8PCB)
has forged a distinguished path in environmente
governance, characterized by unwavering
dedication and notable achievements. Since its
inception on 28 November 1974 in accordance
with the provision ofVater Act 1974, it has
navigated through ledeive milestones like the
Air Act (1981) and the Environment (Protection)
Act (1986), which fortified its role in safeguardin
environmental resources. Despite encountering
challenges, HPSPCB has emerged as a frontrut
in transparency, as recognizedthg Center for
Science and Environment (CSE) for its public
disclosure practices. Operating through a netwo
of 12 regional offices and 5 regional labs having
workforce of about 400 experts across various
domains including technical, scientific,
administative and legal fields, it oversees a dive
range of over 25,000 industrial units and Health
Care Facilities, with a particular emphasis on thi
robust pharmaceutical sector in the state. The
enactment of the National Green Tribunal Act in
2010 introduce@dditional layers of scrutiny, yet
HPSPCB has consistently met and exceeded
expectations, demonstrating its effectiveness in
environmental regulation. Through collaborative
endeavours with various state departments suct
Jal Shakti Vibhag, Department lofdustries, Urbar
Development, and Rural Development Departm
HPSPCB has spearheaded transformative
initiatives that have positively impacted the lives
the state's inhabitants. Notably, besides playing
key role in formulating environmentally sound
policies in the state, it has championed innovatiy
waste management practices and provided vital
support for solid waste and sewage treatment
projects. With the impetus provided by the
Government and enshrined vision of a Green
Energy State by 31st Malr 2026, it is beyond any
reasonable doubt that the State Board shall be t
propelling engine which will fuel the dream of
clean and more sustainable future of the hill pec
and will ever keep standing tall and Green !.

Collaborative efforts with the concerned Jal Shakt
Vibhag HP have led toontinuousmonitoring of
water quality, resulting in an overall enhancement
water quality status. Notably, significant
improvements were witnessed in pollutacer
stretchesnd one stretch namely Beas got exclude
from the list

= -4 -—a -a _-a

= -4 -—a -a

@ Edi téor

In the serene lapsfélimachal's verdant hills,

whispers of the wind carry tales of ecologica
harmony. Yet, amidst the grandeur, shadow:
pollution loom. Rivers, once pristine, now be

tracesof waste During last year, nature's fury
unleashedTorrential rains triggered
landslides, homes were crushiadseveral parts
of the StateHowever, this Devbhoomallied,
resilience was showcased.

As custodians of this natural haven called
Himachal Pradesh, we stand at a crossroads
where choices shape destiny. Let our action:
edo through the valleys, reverberating with
pledge to preserve, protect, and cherish.
Through tle ecologic updatewestriveto keep
you updated, keepur content engaging,
relevant, and valuable to our subscribé&s
stakeholderso encourage them to ctinue
opening and reading our newsletter.

Shashi Shekhay Scientific Officer
masshppcb@gmail.com
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Hackathon 2023 memory

Air matters!

HImMGRIH qualifies for Skoch award

Meenu Comic booklet qualifies for Skoch
award

E-waste collection cum awareness drive
Addressing solid waste problems of Rangri
Polluted river stretches of Himachal Prades
Bio-Medical Waste management in Pangi
Valley

Closing the loop with EPR

Success storywaste warriors

News updates

Throughout the year, the board executed
successful initiatives such as stakeholder
meetings, collection drives awareness
campaigng&nd continuous monitoring
activitiesfocused on managing solid waste
e-waste, plastic wast and biewaste.
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The Himachal Pradesh State Pollution Control Board organized the fieser State Level "Envire

Ideation Hackathon 2@3" on the occasion of World Environment Day ori"&une 2023. Sh.

Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, the Hon'ble Chief Minister, Himachal Pradesh was the Chief Guest o

the occasion. The montiong hackathon competition began with registration and submission on
May 15" May 2023, and culminated on June"$023.

Contributed by Shashi Shekhar, Scientific Officer, HPSPCB

The Himachal Pradesh State Pollution Contr
Board organized the firgver State Level
"Enviro-ldeation Hackathon 2023" on the
occasion of World Evironment Day on 5th
June 2023. Sh. Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, the
Hon'ble Chief Minister, Himachal Pradesh w.
the Chief Guest on the occasion. Sh. Sanjay
Gupta,the thenChairman, Himachal Pradesh
Pollution Control Board inaugurated the
daylong event by gihting the lamp. Following
which presentation of shortlisted candidates
were held. ShAnil Joshi (IFS), the Member
Secretary, HP State Pollution Control Board
wel comed Hondébl e Chi
Pradesh. The hackathon was conducted unc
the aegis oMission LiFE campaign, which
focuses on environmental conservation &
climate change.

Sh. Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, the Hon'ble Ct
Minister, Himachal Pradesh presided over th
valedictory session of the event and distribut
prizes and cash awards to thieners of the
State | evel competit
Minister, Himachal Pradesh was accompanit
by Sh. Hari sh Janart
Urban, Sh. Surender Chauhan, Mayor, Shim
Sh. Gokul Butail, Princial Advisor IT to the
Hondbl e CM, egSIAS,DAd i t
Shimla, Sh. Sanjeev Kumar Gandhi, IPS, SF
Shimla and Deputy Mayor, Shiml&he month
long hackathon competition began with
registration and submission on May 15th, 20
and concluded on May 25th, 2023. An intern
committee of experts shosted 11 candidates
on May 27th, 2023, who then presented thei
ideas through Power Point presentations on
May 30th, 2023Five finalists were selected
from the shortlisted participants to present tt
ideas before an external panel of four
distinguished xperts on June 5th, 2023.

The hackathon revolved around the theme of
"Waste to Wonder," with participants submitting
their ideas under four stthemes: Solid Waste,
Plastic Waste, Bvaste, and Construction and
Demolition WasteFive finalists were seleate
from the shortlisted participants to present their
ideas before an external panel.

In this event, Pragun Jaswal, & Jubair Ahmed
Sofi, from Jawahar Lal Nehru Govt. Engineerin
College Sundernagar won the "First Himachal
Pradesh Envirddeation Hackathor2023". They
were awarded with a cash prize of Rs. 1.00 lakl
Sh O Sadish and Miss Priyanka from College ¢
Forestry, Nauni Solan won the runner up prize.
They were awarded with a cash prize of Rs.
75,000¢f. Third prize winner was MlKritika
Sharma from linachal Pradesh University. She
received a cash prize of Rs. 50,60Mohit,
Manish and Sujan from NIT Hamirpur won th#é .
prize of Rs. 30,000/and Shreya from NIT
Hamirpur won the B prize of Rs. 20,000/ Team
ranked at 8 won cash prize of Rs. 1@O0/-, and
teams ranked at" to 11" were also presented
with cash prize of Rs. 5,060¢ach along with
certificates.

In addition to this, an exhibition of school stude
on waste to wonder theme was also organized,
which Monal Public Sr. Sec. Scho8anjauli won
the first prize. They were awarded with a cash
prize Rs. 20,000/ Govt. Sr. Sec. School,
Portmore won the second prize of Rs. 15,0804
Govt. Sr. Sec. School, Tutikandi won the third
prize of Rs. 10,000/ Additionally, all topranked
teams were presented with trophies and certific:
in recognition of their outstanding contributions
Furthermorewe put on records the assistances
provided by ouindustry partners namely
Morepan Laboratories, Adani Cement, Ruchira
Papers, Premier Alcobe¥rime Steel Industries
Aditya Birla Ultratech and Modulous Cosmetice
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matters!

Contributed by Atul Parmar, Env. Engineer, HPSPCB

The authorcontemplats that right
information, right data and rightful

interventions have become indispensakt
for maintaining air quality. He highlights
the approach and the work done by the

State Board and assesses ground
monitored air qudty acrossBilaspur and
Mandi Districts

How air matters?

As the particulate matter in the ambient air i<
being understood more purposefully, it is no
being comprehended by one and all that A i

Air Qualit

has always kown the importance of clean air

Matterso,

but now we understand that what matter is ir
the Air is what matters! One would not requi
putting forth a compelling argument as to ho
air pollution affects out lifestyles. To put acrc
the poignant point, it would bept to
acknowledge that air pollution is already taki
hold of our entire civilization in an
unprecedented manner.

The everexpanding scope of anthropogenis
activities has led to enhanced stress on thq
limited resource pool, be it air or water. It
would not require any sulijematter expert
to infer that we would probably be breachir
the point of no return when it comes to
hazards of Air Pollution if immediate &
definite steps are not taken. The disaster il
the recent monsoon season is a conspicuc
testimony of the times tcome.
Hondobl e NGT dire
The air quality data of Sundernagar town i
much noteworthy. (Graph1). In year 2018
the Hondbl e Nat
| andmark case title
in The Times of India" Authored by Sh
Vishwa Mdhan Titled "NCAP with multiple
timelines to clean air in 102 cities to be
released round August 15"in O.A No.
681/2018 ordered the constitution of an Ait
Quality Monitoring Committee at the State
Level and formulatiorof action plan for eact
Non-AttainmentCity/Town.

and

Graph-1 PM10 trend of Sundernagar tow
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SN Locatio_nsin District PM-10* SN Locationsin _District PM-10*
Bilaspur (ug/md) Mandi (ug/m3)
1 Berthin Town 24.00 1 Jogindernagar Town 37.00
2 Bharari Town 41.00 2 Padhar Town 26.00
3 Ghumarwin (MC Office) 32.00 3 Sarkaghafown 44.70
4 Namhol Town 69.00 4 Baldwara Town 87.88
5 Auhar (Near SBI Auhar) 59.00 5 Ner Chowk Town 44.70
6 Swarghat Town 60.00 6 Karsog Town 72.73
7 Shri Naina Devi Ji Town 83.00 7 Aut Town 53.03
* Based on at least oftene monitoring. 8 Panah Town 14.01

Table2 PM 10 concentration at various locations in Mandi and Bilaspur Districts

It is important to not®7 Towns of the State
find their name in the list of 131 nen
attainment towns in the countigince the air
quality of Sundernagar Town exceeded the
National Ambient Air Quality Standards.n.
PM-10 parameter therefore it was includad |
the list of 122 (later 131) such cities in the
country.

Interventions by the State Board
The efforts by the State Board to maintain tl
air quality of the area has been a relentless
spade work at cutting edge lev€he National
Awards bagged by the Seafor improvement
in Air Quality of Sundernagar, Parwanoo &
Kala Amb towns are a substantiation of the
commendable work done by the stakeholde
Talking about the Regional Office Mandi an
Bilaspur of the State Board, it was
indispensable to have a datathe air quality
of this area before any action plan could be
chalked out. Two manual air quality
monitoring stations are being operated in
Sundernagar town which give us a
comprehensive data of the air quality of mol
than a decade and a half. Two aubdigl
stations have been operationalized at Bilasy
and Mandi towns. Lately it was felt to have
quality data of all major towns in both the
districts. The Regional Office took this
initiative and gathered data of Air Quality of
all major towns in twalistricts.

A series of initiatives were undertaken
vehemently by all stakeholder departments
which most prominently included
identification of sources of fugitive dust as
PM-10 was the parameter of concern.

The task was chalked out and the office
of theDistrict Level Committee were on
the job day in day out trying to beat the
matter in the air.

* Based on the readings taken in the year 20:
* Based on at least onéme monitoring.(PM-
10 Particulate Matter)

PM-10 to be limited to 100 ug/m3 (24 hourly
Average) to conform to National Ambient Air

Quality Standards2009



Rigorous awareness campaig

This was followed by a rigorous campaign for public
information disbursal regarding hazards of air pollutioi
schools and colleges etc. Hoardings were put in publi
places like bus stands, public places and HRTC buse:
Source Apportionment Study and Gang Capacity
studies were carried out by the State Board through
institutes of repute like IIT Kanpur.

Outcome

The outcome of the campaign has been phenomenal.
desired results have been achieved for the time being
PM-10 is now maintaining itseifell below the annual
average of 60 ug/nThis endorses the exceptional wot
done by all stakeholders. The team at Regional Office
Bilaspur and Mandi deserve a pat on the back. Howe\
the challenge still remains with us alhaintain what we

have abieved and improve hereinafter. After all, we al
haverealizelthati Ai r Matter so.

Greening the Future: Sh. Anil JosMember Secretargnd Sh. Atul Parmar

>>>

Regional Officetead the Plantation Campaign at ACC Barmana, alongsid
plant officials, in thdight against air pollution

< < Stakeholder Capacity Building

Workshop JNGEC Sundernagar .

RO Mandi & B
celebrates W
Da 024

The Regional Office Bilaspur & Mandif the
State Boaratelebrated World Weihd Day on
2" February 202 in collaboration with NP
Rewalsar and a local NGODAG
(Development Action Group). Informative
signboards were installed near the Notified
National Wetland.e. Rewalsar Lake, and
another significant wetland, Kunt Bhayog Lal
situated in Mandi DistrictHP).

Sh. Atul ParmarRegional Officeteads the
World Wetland Day 2024 Celebration at
Rewalsar Lake, a Notified Wetland




