Proceeding of Environmental Public Hearing on the proposal submitted by M/s Satluj Jal
Vidyut Nigam Ltd., Sunni Dam HEP, 0/o0 Shakti Sadan, Shanan, Shimla, 171006 for “Proposed
Khaira Quarry Stone Mine Lease” comprising an area, of 10.1529 Hectare with Production
Capacity of 44,12,821 TPA for period of Five Years at Village Khaira, Gram Panchayat Chebri,
Tehsil Sunni, District Shimla, H.P. on 17.05.2022 at 11:00 AM under chairmanship of the Addl.

Deputy Commissioner, Shimla.

Environmental Public Hearing on the proposal submitted by M/s Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam Ltd., Sunni Dam
HEP, O/o Shakti Sadan, Shanan, ShimIa,l 171006 for “Proposed Khaira Quarry Stone Mine Lease” comprising an
area, of 10.1529 Hectare with the proposed Production Capacity of 44,12,821 TPA for period of Five Years at
Village Khaira, Gram Panchayat Chebri, Tehsil .Sunni, District Shimla, H.P. on 17.05.2022 at 11:00 AM was
carried out under chairmanship of the Addl. Deputy Commissioner, Shimla as per procedure prescribed &

notified by Ministry of Environment Forest & Climate Change vide notification No.-S0-1533, dated-14.09.2006.

At the outset, Regional Officer, HPSPC B, Shimla welcomed the Chairman, Officers and Officials of
various Departments and local public. He requested everyone to express their views, comments, suggestions
and objections regarding the said proposal without any fear & pressure. Thereafter, he requested the Chairman

to accord permission to start the Public hearing. After obtaining permission from Chairman, public hearing was

started.

The consultant of the project proponent presented an overview of the proposed mining lease
through a power point presentation. The attendance sheet of the participants is enclosed as Annexure-L.
Videography of the public hearing was also done. Accordingly the proceedings of the Environmental Public

Hearing were recorded and the same are reproduced here:-



Sr Name & Question Reply by Project Representative
No. Address
1. Sh. We are not against the project. We need energy | It was apprised by the Head of the Project (HOP)
Chhavinder | to carry out our day to day work. Project should | that the SJVN is committed for the conservation
Pal, Village | be setup. Project proponent should provide the and protection of environment and project
Khaira, GP | information about the facilities they have affected people. There is total provision of Rs. 318
Chebri, provided in already existing projects. It is Crore comprising of R&R scheme amounting to Rs.
Tehsil important to evaluate the impact of project on 179 crore (which includes LADF of Rs. 38.33 crore,
Sunni, the health of people. Air pollution will be compensation of view of damage Rs. 10.00 crore
District caused due to mining. Its impact on elderly and | and Misc. Rs. 5.5 Crore); Rs. 38.34 crore in
Shimla, H.P. | children needs to be evaluated. Dust from | Catchment Area Treatment Plan, provision of Rs.
mining will damage the grassland and | 48.10 Crore in Compensatory Afforestation
vegetation of villagers. What is the mitigation Scheme, and provision of Rs. 1.05 Crore for
plan of the project of the same? Ground water wildlife & Bio-diversity management Plan, in the
level will go down due to project activities. | Sunni Dam HEP’s Environment Management Plan.
What arrangement will be provided by the .
proponent for same? Agriculture is the main | He' further informed that no blasting will be
source of income of the villagers. Project should | carried out and excavation will be done through
supply water for irrigation from dam so that | JCB/Excavator. The cutting will be done in benches
everyone get sufficient water for their fields. | of 6 X 6 meter as per approved mining plan. As far
Project has proposed dumping site at Lunsu | as the matter regarding damage to water sources
which is adjacent to residential area. Lot of | is concerned, it is assured that excavation will be
pollution will be there due to plying of vehicles | carried out above the ground water level. There is
and dumping of muck. Plantation should be | provisions of approx. Rs. 40 Lakh for the water, air
carried out by the project proponent and its | and noise management plan, provisions of Rs. 2.80
survival after ten years need to be checked. Lot | crore for public health delivery Plan, provisions of
of health problems will be there due to project. | Rs. 112 Crore for Labour Management Plan,
The project should provide the health | provisions of Rs. 2.97 crore for sanitation & Solid
insurance cover of at least Rs. 15 Lakhs to | waste management, provision of Rs. 12.78 crore
every villager on the lines of Ayushman Bharat. | for  Corporate Environmental Responsibility,
There is acute shortage of Doctors in PHC. The | provisions of Rs. 0.15 Crore for Environmental
project should provide doctors through | Safeguards, provisions of Rs. 0.45 Crore for Energy
society/NGO. We are not against the project. it | Conservation measures and provisions Rs. 1.05
is the responsibility of project to protect people | crore for Environmental Monitoring plan, in the
from pollution and its after effects. The project | Sunni Dam HEP's Environment Management Plan.
should provide the facility of Polytechnic in the | Monitoring will be done by the Pollution Control
affected area. The employment should not be | Board and the Environment Deptt. of SJVNL. The
through contractors. Local contractors should | muck will be disposed off as per guidelines of State
get preference in works having value less than | Govt.
20.00 Lakhs. Some villagers have been engaged '
through Himachal Pradesh Ex. Servicemen | Further, there is a provision of Rs. 7.5 lakhs
Corporation, (HIMPESCO). against the EMP proposed for mining (Pollution
Control @ 0.5 lakhs, Environment Monitoring @
A policy should be framed for them. | Rs. 1.00 lakhs, Green belt development @ Rs. 3.5
Responsibility of project proponent should be | lakhs, and occupation health and safety @ Rs. 2.50
fixed. 1 request to ADC, Shimla to conduct | lakhs.
periodic monitoring of the issues which I have
mentioned here. This quarry will be operational for 5 years.
Sh. | support the proposed project at Khaira. The | It was apprised by the project proponent that
Nageshwar, | project proponent should provide the | direct and indirect employment to approximately
Village employment to the local people. 4000 persons will be created by the Sunni Dam
Khaira, GP HEP. Further, mining would create direct job
Chebri, opportunity for 35 persons.
Tehsil
Sunni,
| District

| Shimla




Mukesh
Sharma,
Village Loti,
GP Chebri,
Tehsil
Sunni,
Distt.
Shimla

I agree to the issues raised by Pradhan Gram

Panchayat Chebri. I support the proposed
project at Khaira.

No comments.

Sohan Lal,
Village
Khaira, GP
Chebri

| attended the public hearing of Sunni Dam held
at GP Ogli. Why the name of project is Sunni
Dam HEP and not Khaira HEP as the project is
being setup at village Khaira. There are 30
houses in my village each having 5 animals.
Mining has been proposed in this village and
this is the most affected village. Due to mining
grassland will be damaged and there will be
shortage for feed stock for animals. Lot of dust
emission will be there due to mining which will
harm the environment and will cause health
problems to local public. Water sources will dry
up. The project proponent should provide
irrigation scheme to the village. Employment
should be provided to local public and policy
should be framed for the same. Suitable
compensation should be provided to land
losers. '

It was apprised by the project proponent that
issue regarding the change of name of project form
Sunni Dam HEP to Khaira Dam HEP has already
been taken up with the higher authorities and
same is lying for approval at Govt. level. Further,
mining will be carried out as per approved mining
plan and site will be reclaimed after completion of
mining. Proper pollution control measures will be
taken during mining to minimize the impact of air
pollution on nearby areas. All the water sources
will be protected. Issue regarding irrigation
scheme and compensation will be addressed in
proposed R&R plan in consultation with local
public. :

Sh. Satya
Prakash
Thakur,
Village
Malgi, GP
Ogli, Tehsil
Suni, Distt.
Shimla

There is no proper representation of people
from affected areas in this public hearing.
People are not even aware as why this public
hearing is being conducted. Camp should be
organised in the affected panchayats for the
awareness of the public about various
environmental impacts of the project on their
life. People should be aware first and only then
this public hearing should be conducted.
Project do not have any permanent
employment policy. SJVNL is hiding the facts.
Mobile Health Van service is just an eye wash. It
should be closed immediately. Although mining
will be carried out in forest land but we still
have forest rights in this area for grazing. I am
totally against this proposed project at Khaira.

Representative from the Pollution Control Board
apprised that drum beating ceremony to aware the
people of affected panchayts was carried out on
10.05.2022 at Village Khaira, Lunsu, Chebri,
Chouki, Loti, Jaishi, Bharara and Mungna. He
further apprised that a copy of executive summary
and EIA report of the project was sent to all the
stake holders i.e. DC Shimla, SDM Shimla (Rural),
Regional Office of MOEF and CC, Director EST, GM,
DIC Shimla, Zila Parishad Basantpur, GP Bharara
and Chebri. In addition to this, a public notice was
published in two leading daily newspapers (Hindi
& English) one month prior to this public hearing.
It was apprised by the project proponent that this
public hearing is specifically being organised for
minor mineral extraction of stone (10.1529 hec.)
at mauza Khaira. Further, mining site falls under
the forest area and land will be reclaimed once the
mining is complete. Employment will be provided
as per rules and regulations of Govt. of India.

Aman,
Village
Khaira, GP
Chebri,
Tehsil
Sunni

I was employed at SJVN Corporate Office at
Shimla. 1 was fired by SJVN on 31.07.2021
without citing any reasons. I will not support
this project until or unless employment is
provided to me.

It was apprised by the project proponent that
matter regarding employment of Sh. Aman will be
enquired with concerned.




Madan Lal

Sharma,
Village
Lunsu, GP
Chebri,
Tehsil
Sunni

First of all people of village Khaira should be
taken into confidence by the project proponent.
Water sources should be protected. | am not
against the project but crusher should not be
setup at Khaira. Mining area should be shifted
from current location to somewhere else.
Bindla Panchayat should also be consulted as
their fields will also be impacted by this project.
Dumping sites at village Lunsu is at a distance
of 20-25 meter from residential area. It should
also be shifted far away from residential area.

It was apprised by the project proponent that
people from affected area can contact the project
regarding their issues. Site selection of mining area
is done based upon various geological studies.
Water sources will be protected. Dumping will be
carried out as per the relevant guidelines/norms,
and it will be ensured that there is no
inconvenience to the public.

8. Sunita 1 am against the proposed mining project at | It was apprised by the project proponent that site
Sharma, Khaira. Crusher should not be installed there as | selection of mining lease depends upon rock
BDC lot of dust pollution will be caused due to this. | strata. Proper pollution control measures will be
Member, It should be installed far away from village. | adopted by the project. Direct and indirect
Village Promises were made by the project regarding | employment to approximately 4000 persons will
Khaira GP | employment to local public but our children are | be created by Sunni Dam HEP.
Chebri being fired by them for no reason. We want
permanent employment through SJVNL not
through contractor.
| 9. Vijay The proposed mining site is just below the | It was apprised by the project proponent that all
| Kumar Bawri and its water is used for religious | the water sources will be protected and mining
' Sharma, purposes. Pollution will be there due to mining | will be carried out above the ground water level
Village which will lead to various health issues. I am | and as per approved mining plan. Further,
Khaira, GP | not against the project but damage to village | adequate pollution control measures will be taken J
Chebri should not be caused by the project. by the project to mitigate impact due to pollution.
‘ 10. Kundan Lal | I am also against the proposed mining site at | It was apprised by the project proponent that
| Sharma, Khaira village. Mining site should be shifted to | issue regarding change of name from Sunni Dam
\ Village Loti, | some other location. Name of the project | HEP to Khaira Dam HEP has already been taken up
\ GP Chebri | should be changed from Sunni Dam HEP to | with the higher authorities and same is lying for
| - Khaira Dam HEP. Not only Bharara and Khaira | approval at Govt. level. It was also assured that all
\ village, but Bindla Panchayt will be affected by | the issues of affected area will be addressed.
this project. Employment should not be | Further there will be direct and indirect
| . through contractors but through SJVNL. employment to almost 4000 persons due to Sunni
. Dam HEP.
| \ Further, mining site has been selected on the basis
| of technical requirement and rocks strata.
| Panchayats covered for Public hearing are in line
| with the norms.
11 Govind We are not against the project but we strongly | It was apprised by the project proponent that the
i ‘ Ram . object to proposed mining site at Khaira. Local | selection of mining area depends upon rock strata.
. Chauhan, public should be taken into confidence before | Mining will be done scientifically as per approved
Village planning such projects. mining plan in the benches of 6 X 6 mtr.
Bharara,
GP Bharara

At the culmination of public hearing, Regional Officer, HP State Pollution Control Board

Shimla once again requested the people present to express their views with respect to mining proposal. He also

informed everyone that the issues discussed in the Public Hearing shall be incorporated in the proceedings of

Public Hearing and same shall be submitted to the competent authority for further necessary action at their end.

Thereafter, Chairman-cum-Addl. Deputy Commissioner, Shimla thanked everyone for

attending the public hearing and sharing their valuable views/suggestions/comments. He assured the public that




their all issues regarding fodder for animals, protection of their water sources, mitigation of dust pollution and

dumping sites of project will be duly addressed in consultation of all the stakeholders before carrying out any

constructions activity by project.

Thereafter, The Regional Officer, HPSPCB Shimla urges the Chairman to accord
permission to close the proceedings of Environmental Hearing. Finally at the end, The Regional Officer, HPSPCB

Shimla thanked the Chairman, all the participants, Govt. Officers and officials for attending the Environmental

Public Hearing. The Public Hearing ended with the permission of the Chairman.

(Shivam P%[:fi{ngh, IAS)
Addl. Deputy Commiss T, Shimla
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