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Proceedings of Environmental Public Hearing organized by H.P. State Pollution Control
Board Regional Office Bilaspur (H.P.) under the Chairmanship of Deputy Commissioner
District Bilaspur, H.P., as per provisions laid down under EIA Notification No: S.0. 1533 (E)
Dated: 14/09/2006 on the proposal submitted by Sh. Suresh Kumar, Proprietor for extraction
of sand, stone and bajri @ 1,00,000 TPA from Khasra Number 32, falling in Mauza/Mohal
Talwara, Tehsil Ghumarwin, Distt. Bilaspur (HP) over an area measuring 3.05 Hectares
(Private Land, Hill Slope) on dated 05/08/2025 at 11:30 AM at Sports Complex of GSSS
Talwara, Tehsil Ghumarwin, Distt. Bilaspur (HP)

At the outset, Sh. Pawan Sharma, Regional Officer Himachal Pradesh State Pollution Control Board
(HPSPCB), Regional Office Bilaspur extended his greetings to Sh. Rahul Kumar, IAS Deputy
Commissioner-cum-Chairman of Environmental Public Hearing, officers/officials from various
Departments, representatives of Local Panchayats, Project Proponent along with consultant and the
public present in the Environmental Public Hearing. Thereafter, he gave detailed information to the
people present regarding the objective of conducting Environmental Public Hearing. He apprised
that this Environmental Public Hearing is organized in accordance with the procedure laid down
under the Government of India Notification No. S.0. 1533 (E), dated September 14, 2006 on the
proposal submitted by Sh. Suresh Kumar, Proprietor for extraction of sand, stone and bajri @
1,00,000 TPA at Khasra Number 32, falling in Mauza/Mohal Talwara, Tehsil Ghumarwin, Distt.
Bilaspur (HP) over an -area measuring 3.05 Hectares (Private Land, Hill Slope) organized by HP
State Pollution Control Board, Regional Office Bilaspur on dated 05/08/2025 at 11:30 AM in the
sports complex of GSSS Talwara, Tehsil Ghumarwin, Distt. Bilaspur (HP) and is being chaired by
the Deputy Commissioner Bilaspur-cum-Chairman of the Environmental Public Hearing. State
Board has published advertisement in National and local vernacular newspaper and to reach
maximum people Regional Office HPSPCB has conducted drum beating on dated 02.08.2025 and
dated 04.08.2025 at places namely Gram Panchayats Talwara, Bhapral, Dharwara, Mehri Kathla,
Bum, Kuthera, Salaon Uparli, Ladda respectively. (Copies of advertisement published are enclosed
as Annexure-1)

The Deputy Commissioner-cum-Chairman, Sub-Divisional Magistrate Ghumarwin, Mining Officer
Bilaspur, officials from various departments, representatives of Local Panchayats, project proponent
and his consultant as well as residents of the local and neighboring villages were present in the
Environmental Public Hearing. (The attendance sheet of the public hearing is attached as Annexure
2). The Regional Officer addressed the public present in the environmental public hearing,
encouraging them to freely express their suggestions, opinions, comments and objections regarding
the proposed mining lease without any pressure or fear and re-iterated that the entire process of
public hearing is recorded and videography alongwith proceedings of this Environmental Public
Hearing shall be apprised to HPSLEIAA. Subsequently, with the permission of the Chairman, the
public hearing commenced.

Regional Officer, HPSPCB, requested the consultant of the Project Proponent to provide detailed
information about the proposed mining lease project to the public present. Subsequently, Dr.
Simranjeet Kaur, consultant of the Project Proponent (M/s Shivalik Solid Waste Management
Limited, Zirakpur, Punjab) apprised the public with detailed information of the proposed project.




The details of the issues raised during this Environmental Public Hearing and the response on issues
by Project Proponent are as follows: -

expected to be generated during
mining activities, detail of baseline
samples collected from eight
different locations. He further
asked Project Proponent to provide
detail of land earmarked for
plating 3600 No’s of saplings.
Criteria of selecting groundwater
monitoring points and whether
water quality monitoring was
carried out for both upstream and
downstream designated points. He
also inquired about the mode of
water spraying (dust suppression)
and the length of the kuccha
(unpaved) road used for
transportation. He further asked
about the total number of workers
deployed on site and the proposal
for toilets and management of
domestic sewage thereof.

Sr. | Name and address | Issue raised / suggestion | Reply of Issue

No. submitted raised/suggestion submitted
1 Sh. Pawan Sharma, | He asked about the source of water | The Consultant of Project
Regional  Officer | which shall be used for sprinkling | Proponent apprised that a
HPSPCB Bilaspur |and for domestic purpose, | rainwater storage tank of
management of muck/debris | adequate capacity has been

proposed for the mining lease
area and one tank already exists
at the crusher site. Muck
generated  during  mining
activities shall be stored on-site
for future rehabilitation and
backfilling purposes. Ambient
Air sampling was conducted at
several locations including the
project site, Bani Brahmana,
Nalti, Makdi, Bhapral, Chahal,
Bam and Chakrana. The
plantation shall be carried out
on the project site, within local
panchayat area in consultation
with public representatives.
Surface water samples were
collected from both upstream
and downstream sites, while
groundwater samples were
collected only from the
downstream direction. Water
sprinkling shall be carried out
using a water tanker along a 200
meters haulage road, ensuring
that there is no interference with
village roads. Employment
shall be generated for total 15
No’s of workers on site and the
daily water requirement shall be
approximately 0.6 KLPD.
Toilet facilities are already
available at nearby existing
crusher site and domestic
effluent shall be treated in a
septic tank followed by soak
pit. In addition to above, one




toilet with a septic tank is
proposed at mining lease area
under consideration.

Sh. Dhani
Pradhan

Panchayat Talwara

Ram,
Gram

He welcomed the Deputy
Commissioner-cum-Chairman,

Sub-Divisional Magistrate
Ghumarwin, Mining Officer,
officers of the Pollution Control
Board, other departments officials
present and the public present in
this Environmental Public
Hearing. He apprised that this
Environmental Public Hearing
program had already been
scheduled, 20-25 days or roughly
a month ago, for 5™ August, 2025
at Government Senior Secondary
School Talwara, Tehsil
Ghumarwin, District Bilaspur
(H.P.). He apprised that the
officials made a very calm appeal
that anyone having complaints,
objections or questions related to
the proposed project should be
presented to the officials on or
before the scheduled date of public
hearing. However, even after
allowing sufficient time, no one
has filed any objections. He
therefore believes that the people
of Talwara Village and the
neighboring panchayats are very
happy for existing stone crusher
and proposed mining project
because they are getting raw
material for construction purpose
at very low price. He concluded by
thanking all the officials and the
public from the bottom of his heart.

Sh. Krishan Singh

Thakur,
Bhapral

village

He showed his concern about the
lack of awareness regarding the 03
month baseline environmental
monitoring carried out in the area.
He said that the local people were
not informed about the assessment
results for ambient air quality,

The Consultant of Project
Proponent replied that during

baseline

environmental

monitoring, the analysis of
water samples for parameters
Hardness and Total Dissolved

Solids

(TDS) are within
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ambient noise levels, soil and
water quality. He further said that
noise pollution is noticeable during
operational activities. His primary
concern is the accumulation of
dust layers on surface water of the
local khad. He also questioned the
standards and conclusions of
analysis reports of the water
sample as the water in the area
appears to be mixed with dust
particles. Specifically, he observed
that engaged in
transporting the material is not
covered with tarpaulins and often
observed without tarpaulins which
raised issues of environmental
degradation and public safety.

vehicles

permissible limits as per IS
10500 standards. Specifically,
hardness was recorded at 188
mg/l against the permissible
limit of 200 mg/l and TDS
measured 386 mg/l below the
500 mg/l threshold limit. No
heavy metals were detected in
the water bodies and were
within acceptable limits. The
natural water was found to be
slightly alkaline.

With regard to air quality, the
maximum recorded value was
57 pg/m3 which is within
permissible limits. The Air
Quality Index (AQI) for the
area assessed was found

satisfactory. In addition to this,

the Project Proponent also
assured that material during
transportation shall be covered
with tarpaulins and load will be
in concurrence with permissible
limit of the department. He
assured that all the vehicles
engaged for transportation will
be in compliance to the norms
laid down by  GoHP.
Additionally, he stated that
mining will not be executed till
all codal formalities are not
completed. The Project
Proponent emphasized that
anyone with suggestions related
to the proposed mining lease
may present them before the
Hon’ble Chairman of the public
hearing.

Smt. Vimla Devi,
Chairperson  Zila
Parishad, Gram
Panchayat Talwara,
Ward No. 2

She said that her residence is
located near the stone crusher site.
She stated that Mr. Suresh Kumar
has strictly instructed his staff to
comply with the norms. He has
deployed water tankers to control
the dust which helps to reduce

The Consultant of Project
Proponent  informed  that
transported material will be
covered with tarpaulins to

ensure  compliance with
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fugitive emissions as far as
ambient air quality is concerned.
She informed that she personally
visited the existing crusher site and
observed that plantation have been
carried out both at the crusher site
and within the mining lease area.
The vehicles are covered with
tarpaulins during transportation
and further stated that the Project
Proponent has maintained the
status. If any vehicle moves
without a tarpaulin, she urged Mr.
Suresh Kumar to rectify the same
immediately. Additionally, she
acknowledged that the best thing is
that this project has contributed in
generating  the  employment
opportunities for the youth of the
village.

environmental and
standards.

safety

Smt. Kanta
Sharma, Pradhan
Gram  Panchayat
Mehri Kathla

She said that the distance between
the stone crusher and the mining
lease area is about 1.5 Km from
Mehri Kathla Gram Panchayat.
She added that since the existing
stone crusher was established, the
area is developing day by day and
she noted that without facing
hardships/problems achievement
can’t be attained. Today people
have come here to resolve those
issues and she believes that on
such a platform they will be
completely addressed. Earlier the
demand of crushed material for
local resident of the area or to
Panchayat itself was fulfilled from
far areas like Jahu or Una. Since
this existing stone crusher began
operating, demand of material is
fulfilled locally and without any
hurdles, on time and at affordable
price. She said that initially even if
some problems arose with the
existing crusher’s establishment,
they must be endured for the area
to develop. On behalf of herself
and the entire panchayat, she
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offered sincere thanks for the good
work done in Talwara Panchayat,
apprised that local youth have
received employment and
concluded by thanking everyone.

Sh. Amarnath
Kaundal, Up-

He welcomed the Deputy
Commissioner and all the
members of the public hearing. He
said that he is retired from M/s
Ambuja Cement. He advised that
scientific approach is required to
be adopted by making proper
benches and the face-to-face
cutting should be done in a way to
minimize the risk for operators and
workers engaged. He emphasized
that plantation is very important.
Road used for transportation by
Project Proponent shall be
assessed periodically for
maintenance in consultation with
concerned department. He said
that Sh. Suresh Kumar is a social
service-oriented person. He is
always ready to extend his help to
the needy, he apprised and
expected that there have been no
complaints about the existing stone
crusher and further requested that
the proposed project shall also
commence in a well-planned
manner. He concluded by thanking
everyone.

The Consultant of Project
Proponent informed that the
approved mining plan for the
lease area specifies the mining
method, which includes
benches of 6 m X6 m. All
cutting will be carried out as per
the approved mining plan. She
further stated that since he (Sh.
Amarnath  Kaundal)  has
practical experience, Sh. Suresh
Kumar shall consult for
technical advice as per
requirement. Regarding road
potholes, the Project Proponent
will coordinate with the
Panchayat Pradhan’s /
panchayat representatives. On
plantation, she confirmed that a
total of 3,600 trees will be
planted at a density of 1,200
trees per hectare. The panchayat
Pradhan or local representatives
can suggest the identified areas
for plantation.

Pradhan Gram
Panchayat Pater
Sh. Manish

Sharma, Pradhan
Gram  Panchayat
Bam

He welcomed everyone present in
the public hearing and said that Sh.
Suresh Kumar has always been
very supportive to the public. He
apprised that all the tippers coming
to the existing stone crusher and
related mining operations are from
his panchayat namely Bam.
Earlier, there was a problem of
traffic congestion due to the plying
of tippers as the movement was in
a long queue resulting in heavy
traffic jams on local narrow roads.

The Consultant of Project
Proponent agreed to the
proposal and confirmed that the
local representatives will ensure
transparency and community
participation.
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He informed that he raised the
issue with previous SDM and Shri
Suresh Thakur and the problem
was immediately resolved by
them. He apprised the Chairman,
that from the past. experience he
does not expect any problems from
the proposed mining activity. He
also apprised that Shri Suresh
Thakur is always ready to support
social cause. He requested
departments to ensure safe air and
water for the people. He asked the
consultant of Project Proponent to
carry out monitoring/inspections
within six months and to include
local representatives too, so that
local residents of the area shall be
made aware accordingly. He
emphasized that the main health
issues are related to air and water
and urged the departments to
perform their duties in ensuring
community safety.

Sh. Madan Lal, Zila
Parishad Ward No.1
Gram  Panchayat
Hatwar

He said that his ward is adjoining
to the existing mining area and
maximum movement of vehicles
engaged in transportation of raw
material passes from  his
panchayat. He said that Project
Proponent shall ensure that all
trucks are fully covered with
tarpaulin before leaving the mining
site. It is often noticed that some
local people use their own land for
dumping/stacking the crushed
material for their captive use and
the personal vehicles engaged in
such activities are not found
covered with tarpaulins and the
crusher owner is often unaware of
this. Some even bring material
from Una and dump it there and the
accusations fall on (Sh. Suresh
Kumar), which is wrong. He said
that after the establishment of the
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existing stone crusher in our area,
the crushed material is readily
available for local residents of all
the nearby panchayats and
provided at very low price as and
when requested by them.

departments. She further appealed
the departments alongwith Sh.
Suresh Kumar, that for the roads
which have been damaged a small
portion i.e. one percent share shall
be allocated to the department for
repair and maintenance of road and
for their panchayat as well.

9 Smt. Kanta | She said that road, falling under | The Consultant of Project
Sharma, Pradhan | her panchayat is also used for | Proponent replied to Smt. Kanta
Gram  Panchayat | transportation by Project | Sharma that the points she
Mehri Kathla Proponent for existing project, it | raised about keeping one

shall be assessed periodically for | percent of the fund under CSR.
repair and maintenance in|(as a provision) and the
consultation ~ with  concerned | suggestions she made will be

recorded and forwarded to the
State Committee of SLEIAA
her views and suggestions will
be presented in front of the
committee. The utilization of
funds will only be made after
the approval accorded by the
committee/competent authority.
If the Committee decides the
fund ' could be used better

elsewhere, it will be wused
accordingly as per their
directions.

At the end, the Chairman-cum-Deputy Commissioner Bilaspur thanked everyone and finally urged
the public present that if any speaker is left, they should raise their hand. He stated that the public
present in the public hearing is well aware of the merits and de-merits of the proposed project. He
said that suggestions received from people should not remain only on paper and same is required to
be implemented on ground. He re-iterated that today's public hearing has been recorded through
videography and the objections, suggestions, comments and views of the speakers of this
Environmental Public Hearing have been noted and will be inked as proceedings and the recording
alongwith hard copy of proceeding shall be forwarded to the HPSLEIAA respectively.

The Environmental Public Hearing was ended with vote of thanks by Deputy Commissioner
Bilaspur.
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