
Tceeding oT Environmental Public Hearing organized by HP State Pollution Control Board Una

<br>

according to the provisions of EIA Notification No: s.o. 1533 (E) Dated: 14/09/2006 on the proposal

<br>

Submitted by Sh. Raman Kapur, Prop. M/s Jai Shankar Stone Crusher, VPO Chandpur, Tehsil Haroli, Distt.

<br>

Una (HP) for extraction of sand, stone and bairi @ 1.26.380 MTPA from Khasra Nos. 6, 7, 23 and 26 falling

<br>

In IMauza/Mohal Chandpur, Tehsil Haroli, Distt, Una (HP) over an area measuring 05-61-01 Hectares

<br>

(Private Land, Hill Slope), on 18/03/2026 at 11:30 AM at Community Hall of Gram Panchayat Chandpur,

<br>

Tehsil Haroli Distt. Una (HP)

<br>

Environmental Public Hearing on the proposal submitted by Sh. Raman Kapur, Prop. M/s Jai Shankar Stone

<br>

Crusher, VPO Chandpur, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una HP) for extraction of sand, stone and bajri @ 1,26,380

<br>

MTPA from Khasra Nos. 6, 7, 23 and 26 falling in Mauza/Mohal Chandpur, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)

<br>

Over an area measuring 05-61-01 Hectares (Private Land, Hill Slope), on 18/03/2026 at 11:30 AM at

<br>

Community Hall of Gram Panchayat Chandpur, Tehsil Haroli Distt. Una (HP). This public Hearing was

<br>

organized by HP State Pollution Control Board under the Chairmanship of Additional Deputy Commissioner

<br>

Una cum Chairman of Environmental Public Hearing, according to prescribed process of public Hearing.

<br>

In the Public Hearing, Mining Officer Una, Officers/Officials of various Departments of local Administration,

<br>

Representatives of local Gram Panchayats and residents of local & nearby villages were also present. The

<br>

attendance sheet of participants in the public hearing is enclosed as Annexure-1.

<br>

First of all, Er. Praveen Kumar, Regional Officer, HP State Pollution Control Board Una, welcomed the

<br>

Chairman, Officers/Officials of various Departments of local Administration, representative of Local

<br>

Panchayats, Project Proponent & their consultant and the Public. Thereafter he gave detailed information

<br>

to the people present regarding organization of the Environmental Public Hearing and started the process

<br>

of Environmental Public Hearing with the permission of ADC Una cum Chairman of the Environment Public

<br>

Hearing.

<br>

Thereafter, the Regional Officer, HPSPCB Una requested the Consultant of the Project Proponent from M/s

<br>

Shivalik Solid Waste Management limited, SCO 20-21, 1t floor, Near Hotel Dolphin, Baltanz, Zirakpur,

<br>

Punjab to provide the detailed information of their proposed project for the extraction/collection of sand,

<br>

stone & bajri to the public. After the detailed description of various aspects of proposed mining lease

<br>

project given by the consultant to the public, the Regional Officer, HP State Pollution Control Board Una

<br>

asked the people present in the Environment Public Hearing to express their views, comments, suggestion

<br>

and objections on the proposed mining project, without any fear and pressure from any corner.

<br>

Videography of the Public hearing was also conducted. Accordingly, the proceeding of the Environmental

<br>

Public Hearing was recorded and the same is reproduced hereunder:

<br>

S.

<br>

No

<br>

1,

<br>

Name

<br>

Address

<br>

and

<br>

Village

<br>

Sh. Veer Singh, He objected to the proposed stone mining

<br>

project, citing serious risks to the

<br>

environment, water resources, agriculture,

<br>

wildlife, and public health. Concern was

<br>

raised uver its close proximity to Baba

<br>

Gosain Ji temple and its impact on

<br>

Issues raised/Suggestions submitted

<br>

Chandpur,

<br>

Tehsil Haroli,

<br>

Distt. Una (HP)

<br>

Reply of Issues raised/ Suggestions

<br>

submitted

<br>

1

<br>



2.

<br>

Dalvinder

<br>

Village

<br>

Chandpur,

<br>

Tehsil Haroli,

<br>

Distt. Una (HP)

<br>

Sh.

<br>

Singh,

<br>

religious sentiments.

<br>

The speaker alleged irregularities in past

<br>

mining activities, including excavation up

<br>

to the groundwater level, failure to fulfil

<br>

plantation commitments under the 2012

<br>

EIA report, and large-scale tree cutting.

<br>

The validity of the Panchayat NOC was also

<br>

questioned, witharequest for an impartial

<br>

investigation.

<br>

It was emphasized that the area has

<br>

already experienced excessive mining:

<br>

therefore, an independent audit should be

<br>

conducted before granting any new lease.

<br>

Concerns were also raised about poor road

<br>

infrastructure, which could increase

<br>

accidents and dust pollution due to heavy

<br>

vehicle movement.

<br>

He further added that environmentally,

<br>

the site lies neara sensitive watershed and

<br>

groundwater recharge zone, posing risks

<br>

to water sources. The project is expected

<br>

to increase air and noise pollution,

<br>

affecting residents' health, especialy

<br>

children and the elderly, and reduce

<br>

agricultural productivity due to dust

<br>

deposition. It may also disturb local

<br>

wildlife habitats.

<br>

The speaker requested

<br>

detailed

<br>

investigation and urged authorities to

<br>

prioritize public interest, environmental

<br>

protection, and community health, and

<br>

not to grant approval for the project.

<br>

He stated that ongoing mining activities

<br>

have significantly disturbed nearby wildlife project proponent stated that all

<br>

habitats. As a result, wild animals are mining operations will be conducted

<br>

increasingly entering residential areas andstrictly in accordance with the

<br>

agricultural fields, causing damage to approved mining plan. She also

<br>

crops and posinga risk to local residents. stated that the project has a valid

<br>

The speaker stated that the Panchayat Panchayat NOC.

<br>

NOC appears to have been issued without

<br>

the knowledge of the ward members. He

<br>

expressed concern that the project may

<br>

have been added to the proposal after the

<br>

quorum was completed. Therefore, he

<br>

The consultant representing the

<br>
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3.

<br>

4.

<br>

Sh.

<br>

Suresh

<br>

Chand Sharma,

<br>

Village Dulehar,

<br>

GP Chandpur,

<br>

Tehsil Haroli,

<br>

Distt. Una (HP)

<br>

Sh. Ram Kumar

<br>

Makhan, Village

<br>

Dulehar,

<br>

GP

<br>

Chandpur,

<br>

Tehsil Haroli,

<br>

Distt. Una (HP)

<br>

requested that this matter be thoroughly

<br>

investigated.

<br>

He stated that all individuals attending the The Hon'ble Chairman directed the

<br>

public hearing should be provided with theproject consultant to distribute at

<br>

executive summary of the project to least one copy of the executive

<br>

ensure transparency and awareness of its summary to each roW of attendees

<br>

details. He alleged that mining excavation present at the public hearing.

<br>

frequently exceeds the permitted limits

<br>

and goes deeper than allowed. He further

<br>

mentioned that complaints made to the

<br>

Mining and Forest Departments often go

<br>

unaddressed.

<br>

He also pointed out that vehicles involved

<br>

In mining and transportation often lack further stated that she remains

<br>

available to address any queries

<br>

related to the project. She also

<br>

stated that depth of the mining will

<br>

be as per approved mining plan.

<br>

proper registration number plates,

<br>

indicating regulatory violations. According

<br>

to him, such projects are adversely

<br>

affecting the health of local residents.

<br>

The speaker expressed skepticism

<br>

regarding the project proponent's claims

<br>

of avoiding tree cutting and undertaking

<br>

plantation activities, stating that mining

<br>

without tree removal is impractical and

<br>

that no plantation efforts have been

<br>

observed in the area so far. He added that

<br>

crusher units operating within forest areas

<br>

have disturbed wildlife habitats, resulting

<br>

in wild animals frequently entering

<br>

residential areas.

<br>

In conclusion, the speaker clearly

<br>

expressed opposition to the proposed

<br>

project.

<br>

In compliance, the project consultant

<br>

provided copies to the public and

<br>

reiterated that the same executive

<br>

summary had already been read

<br>

aloud during the proceedings. She

<br>

He further clarified that at the time of

<br>

signing the Gram Sabha resolution, the

<br>

project was not part of the proposal.

<br>

Therefore, he requested that the

<br>

The speaker stated that the NOC issued by

<br>

the Gram Panchayat for the project is

<br>

questionable. He pointed out that when

<br>

the agenda notice was displayed on the

<br>

notice board, the project was not She also stated that the mining

<br>

carried out

<br>

mentioned. He alleged that the project operations will be

<br>

was added at a later stage, after the through a combination of manual

<br>

quorum of the Gram Sabha had alreadyand semi-mechanized methods. She

<br>

been completed and the attendees had further clarified that the use of

<br>

signed 1he resolution.

<br>

excavators may be undertaken after

<br>

obtaining permission from the

<br>

Mining Department.

<br>

The consultant stated that the

<br>

project proponent has obtained valid

<br>

Panchayat N0C for this project.

<br>

She explained that the "4x4 pit

<br>

mining technique" involves carrying

<br>
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5.

<br>

6.

<br>

7

<br>

Sh. Balwant

<br>

Singh, Village

<br>

Chandpur,

<br>

Tehsil Haroli,

<br>

Distt. Una (HP)

<br>

Sh. Vishal, Local He stated that the project proponent has

<br>

resident, Tehsil actively supported local residents in

<br>

Haroli, Distt. various community activities. They are also

<br>

Una (HP)

<br>

readily available over the phone to assist

<br>

with matters such as organizing local fairs

<br>

and removing or disposing of dead animals

<br>

from the area.

<br>

Sh. Hans

<br>

Raj

<br>

Sharma, Village

<br>

authenticity and validity of the Gram out mining on hill slopes In smal

<br>

meterS. This

<br>

Panchayat NOC be thoroughly verified.

<br>

Chandpur,

<br>

Tehsil Haroli,

<br>

Distt. Una (HP)

<br>

Additionally, the speaker sought

<br>

clarification on whether the proposed

<br>

mining will be carried out manually or

<br>

through mechanical methods. He also

<br>

requested an explanation of the "4x4 pit

<br>

mining technique mentioned by the

<br>

consultant for use in the project.

<br>

safeguards exist on paper, he noted that

<br>

they are often not implemented in

<br>

practice.

<br>

He stated that the majority of the people The project proponent stated that

<br>

present at the hearing are opposed to the Approx. over 3 to 4 thousand trees

<br>

project and questioned whether they can have already been planted in the

<br>

be assured that the project will ultimately area to support afforestation and

<br>

be rejected. He reiterated that theenvironmental conservation.

<br>

Panchavat NOC was issued without

<br>

informing the members and local The Hon'ble Chairman clarified that

<br>

residents. While many provisions and| the authority to approve or reject the

<br>

He further emphasized that mining and

<br>

crusher projects of this kind contribute

<br>

significantly to air polution and concluded

<br>

by stating that the community strongly

<br>

opposes this project.

<br>

segments of 4x4

<br>

method ensures that excavation is

<br>

done in a controlled, step-like

<br>

manner rather than creating steep

<br>

vertical cuts, thereby improving slope

<br>

stability.

<br>

He stated that his land is located near the

<br>

existing crusher plant associated with this

<br>

mining project. According to him, the

<br>

crusher has not caused any harm, and

<br>

mining activities are confined to the

<br>

The Hon'ble Chairman also directed

<br>

the representative of the Mining

<br>

Department to clarify the matter. In

<br>

response,

<br>

the department

<br>

representative confirmed that

<br>

excavators can be used only after

<br>

obtaining specific approval from the

<br>

Mining Department. He further

<br>

stated that the 4x4 pit mining

<br>

method a scientifically recognized

<br>

and sustainable approach, as it

<br>

reduces the risk of steep slope

<br>

formation and potential hill collapse.

<br>

project does not lie with him. He

<br>

emphasized that the sole purpose of

<br>

the public hearing is to record all

<br>

objections, suggestions, and

<br>

comments from the participants,

<br>

which will then be forwarded to the

<br>

competent authority for further

<br>

scrutiny and consideration.

<br>
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8.

<br>

9

<br>
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<br>

Sh.

<br>

Manoj

<br>

Village

<br>

Kumar,

<br>

Chandpur,

<br>

Tehsil Haroli,

<br>

Distt. Una (HP)

<br>

designated lease area. He further stated

<br>

that water is sprinkled 4-5 times a day for

<br>

dust suppression.

<br>

Sh.

<br>

He added that the project proponent

<br>

actively supports the community through

<br>

various initiatives. He expressed the view

<br>

that the project should not be opposed, as

<br>

it

<br>

proposes scientific mining, future

<br>

plantation, and provides benefits to the

<br>

local residents.

<br>

He stated that he owns 20 Kanal of land

<br>

near the existing crusher site and has

<br>

never experienced any issues such as tree

<br>

cutting or illegal mining/excavation on his

<br>

property. He noted that water sprinkling is

<br>

used regularly for dust suppression and

<br>

that a tin boundary has been provided

<br>

around the crusher site. He also

<br>

highlighted that significant plantation has

<br>

been carried out.

<br>

He praised the conduct of the project

<br>

proponent as being very good and helpful.

<br>

He concluded that if the mining is carried

<br>

out in a scientific and responsible manner,

<br>

he has no objection to the project.

<br>

Sh. Ravinder He stated that he has been running a

<br>

Kumar, Village welding shop near the crusher site for the

<br>

Palakwah, Tehsil past 10 years and has not faced any major

<br>

Haroli, Distt. issues, such as water shortages or other

<br>

Una (HP)

<br>

problems, in the area.

<br>

Ashok He stated that initially, they believed such

<br>

Kumar,

<br>

Would

<br>

Village projects

<br>

contribute

<br>

the

<br>

Palakwah, Tehsil development of the area. However, they

<br>

Haroli, Distt. are now observing harmful effects. He

<br>

Una (HP)

<br>

alleged that the project proponent has not

<br>

carried out sufficient plantation or should

<br>

provide details on how many of the

<br>

planted trees have survived. He further

<br>

stated that mining often exceeds the

<br>

permissible depth, and transport vehicles

<br>

cause dust pollution and increase the risk

<br>

of accidents for local residents. According

<br>

to him, the operation of these crusher

<br>

units has resulted in 'significant dust

<br>

pollution in the area.

<br>

to

<br>

The project proponent stated that

<br>

Approx. over 3 to 4 thousand trees

<br>

have already been planted in the

<br>

area to support afforestation and

<br>

environmental conservation and one

<br>

can see or verify on site.

<br>
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<br>

12

<br>

Smt. Kamlesh

<br>

Kumari,

<br>

Pradhan. Gram

<br>

Panchayat

<br>

Chandpur,

<br>

Tehsil Haroli,

<br>

Distt. Una (HP)

<br>

Sh.

<br>

Ex

<br>

Mohan He stated that for approximately 17 years,

<br>

Village these crushers have supported local

<br>

residents and contributed to community

<br>

work in the area. However, since last 3

<br>

month he has observed some environment

<br>

degradation in the village area.

<br>

Singh,

<br>

Chandpur,

<br>

Tehsil Haroli,

<br>

Distt. Una (HP)

<br>

She stated that she seved as the Pradhan

<br>

of Gram Panchayat Chandpur for 10 years,

<br>

including at the time when the Panchayat

<br>

NOC for this project was issued. Although

<br>

she personally did not wish to grant the

<br>

NOC, local residents and Panchayat

<br>

members requested it, and it was

<br>

consequently issued five years after the

<br>

proposal was received. She also noted that

<br>

the project proponent has actively

<br>

supported the Gram Panchayat through

<br>

various community initiatives, including

<br>

assistance in constructing two temples.

<br>

The details of the complaint/objection/representations letters received during the proceedings of the

<br>

public hearing are as follows:

<br>

1. Sh. Balbinder Singh, VPO Chandpur, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)-. Copy of letter is attached as

<br>

Annexure-2.

<br>

2. Sh. Ranjeet Singh, village Chandpur, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)- Copy of letter signed by multiple

<br>

residents is attached as Annexure-3.

<br>

3. Sh. Ronit Rana, VPO Chandpur, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)- Copy of letter is attached as

<br>

Annexure-4.

<br>

4. Sh. Rajender Singh, and others village chandpur and Thakara, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)-Copy of

<br>

letter signed by multiple residents is attached as Annexure-5.

<br>

5. Sh. Veer Singh, village Chandpur, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)-Copy of letter Signed by multiple

<br>

residents is attached as Annexure-6.

<br>

6. Sh. Rohit katwal, copy of objections received through e-mail is attached as Annexure-7.

<br>

hearing.

<br>

In the end, Er. Praveen Kumar, Regional Officer, Himachal Pradesh State Pollution Control Board,

<br>

Una thanked the Chairman and allother participants for participating

<br>

this environmental public

<br>

Mahendra Pal Gurjar

<br>

Additional Deputy Commissioner

<br>

Una, Ditt. Una (HP)

<br>
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