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Proceeding of Environmental Public Hearing organized by HP State Pollution Control Board
Una according to the provisions of EIA Notification No: S.0. 1533 (E) Dated: 14/09/2006 on
the proposal submitted by Sh. Lakhwinder Singh, Prop., M/s Lakhwinder Singh Stone
Crusher & Screening Plant Unit-I, VPO Polian Beet, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP) for
extraction of sand, stone and bajri @ 1,01,952 MT/Year from Khasra Nos., 1319 & 1323
falling in Mauza Kuthar Beet, Mohal Joddian Kuthar Beet, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)
over an area measuring 03-86-14 Hectares (Private Land, Hill Slope), on 12/08/2025 at 11:30
AM at Open Ground Near Panchayat Ghar of Gram Panchayat Kuthar Beet, Tehsil Haroli,
Distt. Una (HP)

Environmental Public Hearing on the proposal submitted by Sh. Lakhwinder Singh, Prop., M/s Lakhwinder
Singh Stone Crusher & Screening Plant Unit-I, VPO Polian Beet, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP) for
extraction of sand, stone and bajri @ 1,01,952 MT/Year from Khasra Nos., 1319 & 1323 falling in Mauza
Kuthar Beet, Mohal Joddian Kuthar Beet, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP) over an area measuring 03-86-14
Hectares (Private Land, Hill Slope), was organized by HP State Pollution Control Board, Regional Office
Una on 12/08/2025 at 11:30 ZM at Open Ground Near Panchayat Ghar of Gram Panchayat Kuthar Beet,
Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP). This public Hearing was organized by HP State Pollution Control Board
under the Chairmanship of Additional Deputy Commissioner Una cum Chairman of Environmental Public
Hearing, according to prescribed process of public Hearing.

In the Public Hearing, SDM Haroli, Mining Officer Una, Officers/Officials of various Departments of local
Administration, Representatives of local Gram Panchayats and residents of local & nearby villages were also
present. The attendance sheet of participants in the public hearing is enclosed as Annex-1I.

First of all, Er. Praveen Kumar, Regional Officer, HP State Pollution Control Board Una, welcomed the
Chairman, Officers/Officials of various Departments of local Administration, representative of Local
Panchayats, Project Proponent & their consultant and the Public. Thereafter he gave detailed information to
the people present regarding organization of the Environmental Public Hearing and started the process of
Environmental Public Hearing with the permission of ADC Una cum Chairman of the Environment Public
Hearing.

Thereafter, the Regional Officer, HPSPCB Una requested the Consultant of the Project Proponent from M/s
JMS Enviro Care & Innovative Centre, Baddi (HP) to provide the detailed information of their proposed
project for the extraction/collection of sand, stone & bajri to the public. After the detailed description of
various aspects of proposed mining lease project given by the consultant to the public, the Regional Officer,
HP State Pollution Control Board Una asked the people present in the Environment Public Hearing to
express their views, comments, suggestion and objections on the proposed mining project, without any fear
and pressure from any corner.

Videography of the Public hearing was also conducted. Accordingly. the proceeding of the Environmental
Public Hearing was recorded and the same is reproduced hereunder:

S. Name and Address Issues raised/Suggestions submitted | Reply of Issues raised/
No. Suggestions submitted

1. Sh. Surjit Singh, VPO | He stated that a copy of all the | The Consultant of the Project
Kuthar Beet, Tehsil | conditions related to the project should | Proponent, while responding,
Haroli, District Una | also be made available to the local | gated that the responsibility of
(HP) Gram Panchayat so that, in the future,
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if any violation of these conditions is
found, a resolution may be passed in
the Panchayat and a complaint can be
lodged.

He also raised the question of whether
the plantation on the land to be mined
would be undertaken by the Project
Proponent or by the landowners
themselves.

He informed that, along with other
villagers, he had leased out his land to
the project proponent for 21 years. On
this land, three instances of tree felling
have taken place. He further stated that
he had got plantation carried out on
this land  through the project
proponent, but now the contractor who
planted the trees is demanding a share
in those trees, which is completely
wrong and an injustice to him. He
clearly stated that those trees are his

property.

tree plantation in the mining
area lies with the Project
Proponent.

Sh. Ram Lal, VPO
Polian Beet, Tehsil
Haroli, District Una
(H.P.)

He said that the nature of the Project
Proponent is extremely good and that
no villager has any objection or
problem with him. He further stated
that the Project Proponent extends
great cooperation to the villagers and
has always been helping the poor. He
also mentioned that he has no
objection to the establishment of the
proposed mining project.

Sh.  Rajdeep Singh,

Former BDC
Member, Kuthar Beet,
Gram Panchayat

Kuthar Beet, Tehsil
Haroli, District Una
(H.P.)

He said that he has no objection to the
proposed  mining  project. He
mentioned that the behavior of the
project proponent with the villagers
has always been very cooperative, and
he has consistently helped the poor and
needy. Therefore, neither he nor the
villagers have any issue with the
Project Proponent.

He further said that if any individual
has a personal grievance, such as
matters related to trees, then the
Project Proponent should certainly
address and resolve it. He highlighted
that in the earlier lease, the Project
Proponent had refilled the pits created
due to the mining pits with soil,




leveled the land, and carried out
plantation, whereas another crusher
operating in the village neither filled
nor leveled the excavated pits, nor
carried out plantation.

He added that in the Project
Proponent’s lease area, people can
easily commute even by motorcycle
and there is no issue of dust, since
regular sprinkling of water is carried
out day and night. In contrast, near the
lease area of other crushers, dust
pollution is so severe that it becomes
difficult even to pass through the area
by vehicle. He also mentioned that the
Administration had earlier been
informed about this matter.

While pointing out the problems
caused by another crusher in the area,
he demanded that a similar public
hearing should also be conducted for
that crusher. He complained that the
said crusher had completely excavated
one of his khasra numbers, whereas as
per rules, a minimum distance of 5
meters must be left from adjoining
land while carrying out mining.

In conclusion, he reiterated that the
Project Proponent has been extending
support to village social activities,
such as marriages of poor girls, and
that he has no objection to the
proposed mining project.

Sh. Kuldeep Chand.
VPO Kuthar Beet,
Tehsil Haroli, District
Una (H.P.)

Presenting his objection, he said that
the mining activity being carried out
by the Project Proponent is taking
place at a distance of only 50 meters
from his land. He stated that the
landowners who have leased their land
for mining, if they wish to cultivate
crops or grow plants on that land. their
growth becomes impossible due to
dust pollution, and they themselves
have to bear this loss.

He pointed out that while the
Consultant of the Project Proponent
has claimed that there is no pollution
on the roads due to mining activities,
the reality is otherwise. During the

The Consultant of the Project
Proponent replied that all
provisions related to the
proposed mining project will
be complied with. To control
dust, regular water sprinkling
will be carried out on roads
and at points where there is a
high  likelihood of  dust
emissions. Additionally, all
material transported by trucks
will  be covered with
tarpaulins.




summer season, when anyone passes
through the village, it becomes
difficult to see ahead due to dust. He
emphasized that such claims exist only
on paper, whereas the situation on the
ground is completely different.

He further said that even though
mining is being carried out at a
distance of just 50 meters from his
land, he has never opposed it so far.
Nevertheless, the fact remains that this
activity adversely affects human life.
He added that the dust and pollution
generated from mining activities
certainly cause harm to the villagers.
Giving an example, he said that when
the wheat crop is harvested, so much
dust is raised that it becomes difficult
for humans to breathe, and if a person
is suffering from asthma, survival
becomes impossible. Therefore, he
requested that the Project Proponent
should provide some form of
compensation or assistance (donation)
to the villagers.

He also stated that recently (about one
and a half to two months ago), challans
were issued for illegal mining,
irregularities were found in crushers,
and accidents of tippers, which
indicates that everything is not
functioning properly on the ground. He
urged that proper inspection of these
mining activities should be carried out
at the ground level.

He reiterated that although mining is
being conducted only 50 meters away
from his land, he has never opposed it.
He  acknowledged that mining
activities do cause harm, but mining
and crusher operations are essential
since  construction materials  are
required for development works.
However, there must be some
provision to compensate for the harm
caused to human life. He once again
requested that the Project Proponent
should contribute in the form of
assistance/donation for the welfare of
the villagers so that the entire village
may benefit. .
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5. Sh. Sanjeev Sharma, | He said that all the villagers in the
Village & Post Office | surrounding areas are poor, and if
Kuthar Beet, Tehsil | anyone requires material for the
Haroli, District Una | construction of a house, they should
(H.P.) receive support from the crushers
operating here. However, in reality,
this does not happen.

He explained that the major problem is
that tractor owners get slips issued
from the Gram Panchayat Pradhans
and take gravel and sand free of cost
from the crusher, but later they sell it.
On the other hand, poor villagers, who
genuinely need gravel and sand, are
unable to get it, and their grievances
are not heard. On the other hand,
tractor owners get slips issued, take
gravel and sand free of cost, and sell it
outside.

He requested the Administration that
this problem should be resolved and
that poor people should be fully
supported in getting materials for

house construction.

During the proceedings of the public hearing and even after the programme, no written suggestion, idea,
comment or objection was received.

As per the opinion of the local public, present in the Env. Public Hearing Programme, maximum people are
in favour of the proposed mining project.

In the end, Er. Praveen Kumar, Regional Officer, Himachal Pradesh State Pollution Control Board, Una
thanked the Chairman and all other participants for participating in this environmental public hearing.

endra Pal Gurjar
Additional Deputy Commissioner
Una, Distt. Una (HP)



