Proceeding of Environmental Public Hearing organized by HP State Pollution Control Board
Una according to the provisions of EIA Notification No: S.0. 1533 (E) Dated: 14/09/2006 on
the proposal submitted by Sh. Jasjit Singh Sidhu & Sh. Manmeet Singh Sidhu, Partners of
M/s Himachal Chemicals & Silicate Work-II, VPO Bathu, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP) for
extraction of sand, stone and bajri @ 1,15,100 MT/year at Khasra Numbers 1, 22, 23 & 24
falling in Mauza & Mohal Bathri, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP) over an area measuring 24-
43-55 Hectares (Private Land, Terrace & River Bed of Hum Khadd), on 25/07/2025 at 02:30
PM at Rajiv Gandhi Common Facility Center, VPO Bathu, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)

Environmental Public Hearing on the proposal submitted by Sh. Jasjit Singh Sidhu & Sh. Manmeet Singh
Sidhu, Partners of M/s Himachal Chemicals & Silicate Work-II, VPO Bathu, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)
for extraction of sand, stone and bajri @ 1,15,100 MT/year at Khasra Numbers 1, 22, 23 & 24 falling in
Mauza & Mohal Bathri, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP) over an area measuring 24-43-55 Hectares (Private
Land, Terrace & River Bed of Hum Khadd), was organized by HP State Pollution Control Board, Regional
Office Una on 25/07/2025 at 02:30 PM at the Rajiv Gandhi Common Facility Center, VPO Bathu, Tehsil
Haroli, Distt. Una (HP). This public Hearing was organized by HP State Pollution Control Board under the
Chairmanship of Additional Deputy Commissioner Una cum Chairman of Environmental Public Hearing,
according to prescribed process of public Hearing.

In the Public Hearing, SDM Haroli, Mining Officer Una, RTO Una, Officers/Officials of various
Departments of local Administration, Representatives of local Gram Panchayats and residents of local &
nearby villages were also present. The attendance sheet of participants in the public hearing is enclosed as
Annex-1.

First of all, Er. Praveen Kumar, Regional Officer, HP State Pollution Control Board Una, welcomed the
Chairman, Officers/Officials of various Departments of local Administration, representative of Local
Panchayats, Project Proponent & their consultant and the Public. Thereafter he gave detailed information to
the people present regarding organization of the Environmental Public Hearing and started the process of
Environmental Public Hearing with the permission of ADC Una cum Chairman of the Environment Public
Hearing. :

Thereafter, the Regional Officer, HPSPCB Una requested the Consultant of the Project Proponent from M/s
Chandigarh Pollution Testing Laboratory, Mohali (Punjab) to provide the detailed information of their
proposed project for the extraction/collection of sand, stone & bajri to the public. After the detailed
description of various aspects of proposed mining lease project given by the consultant to the public, the
Regional Officer, HP State Pollution Control Board Una asked the people present in the Environment Public
Hearing to express their views, comments, suggestion and objections on the proposed mining project,
without any fear and pressure from any corner.

Videography of the Public hearing was also conducted. Accordingly, the proceeding of the Environmental
Public Hearing was recorded and the same is reproduced hereunder:

S. Name and Address | Issues raised/Suggestions submitted Reply of Issues raised/
No. Suggestions submitted

1. Sh. Manjeet Singh, | He stated in reference to the questions
Village Gurplah, PO | raised regarding Kailua Road in the
Bathu, Tehsil | previous public hearing of another lease
Haroli, Distt. Una | of the proposed mining project




(HP)

proponent that the said road belongs to
Bathri village and not to any other
village. He also clarified that the road to
Kailua village is about 02 kilometers
away from here and there are three
schools (Primary, High, and Senior
Secondary level) situated in Kailua
village.

With reference to the complaints raised
in the previous public hearing regarding
animals falling into pits, he said that
people’s buffaloes often roam stray and
graze on others’ land, for which the
responsibility should be taken by the
cattle owners themselves. He requested
the Administration to issue instructions
to the people to keep their cattle
properly arranged in their homes so that
they do not enter others’ fields.

Smt. Surekha Rani,
Pradhan, Gram
Panchayat  Bathu,
Tehsil Haroli, Distt.
Una (HP)

She said that the suggestions presented
by the villagers in the public hearing, if
implemented by the project proponent,
would be highly commendable. He
informed that the stone crusher of the
project proponent is about 45-46 years
old and many people from the village
are working in it, which is giving them
good benefits. Many tractors and tippers
of the village are also engaged in the
crusher. She said that while the
establishment of the industry in the
village has benefited the people, they
have also faced some inconveniences.

She also stated that the broject
proponent provides adequate support to
the village. Whatever works are
requested by the Panchayat, such as
providing bajri at a concessional rate,
are fulfilled by them. She requested the
project proponent to pay attention to the
suggestions put forward by the villagers
and take necessary action. She said that
some roads in the village get damaged
due to the movement of tractors and
tippers coming from the crusher, about
which the villagers often complain. She




requested that these roads should be
repaired at the earliest. Along with this,
she requested the project proponent to
cooperate in the development works of
the village and requested that the nearby
Himachal Government land should be
fenced and a playground and park
should be constructed there.

She informed that there is no other route
available to go to Kailua and the only
route passes through the crusher. She
requested that the said road should be
leveled by dumping some soil near the
crusher so that the Panchayat can
complete this road and the problem of
movement for the residents of Kailua
can be resolved.

Sh. Kuldeep Singh,
VPO Bathu, Tehsil
Haroli, Distt. Una
(HP) '

He said that the road from Kailua to
Bathri has been damaged for many
years, due to which children have to take
a detour of about 6 kilometers to go to
school. He also informed that the water
pipeline that was laid has been non-
functional for the past one year and no
one has paid attention to it. He requested
the Administration to give proper
attention to these issues as well.

Sh. K.K. Rana, Ex-
Pradhan, Gram
Panchayat Bathu,
Tehsil Haroli, Distt.
Una (HP)

He stated that he had already presented
one objection regarding the proposed
mining projects in the previous public
hearing. He further said that for a Up-
Mohal of their Panchayat, Kailua, the
Public Works Department had made-a
budget provision for the construction of
a link road. This link road was to
connect Kailua to the Tahliwal-Bathri
main road, and its construction work
was to start from the lower side towards
Kailua. However, due to deep pits
formed by excessive mining at the lower
end, the construction work of this road
was started from the upper side towards
the This road is still
incomplete and has not been constructed
in the manner it was supposed to be. He
requested the Administration that before

lower side.




granting approval to the proposed
mining project, special attention should
be given to the construction of this road
and it should be completed so that the
inconvenience being faced by the
residents of Kailua and other people in
commuting can be resolved. He also said
that if the proposed mining project is
operated as per rules and in a scientific
manner, he has no objection to this
project.

5; Sh. Ashwani Kumar,
Vice Pradhan, Gram

Panchayat  Bathu,
Tehsil Haroli, Distt.
Una (HP)

He said that about a year ago, the project
proponent had assured the construction
of a park on the land adjoining the
community center, but it has not been
constructed till now. He again requested
that the said park be constructed at the
earliest.

The ADC directed the project
proponent to start the
construction work of the park
immediately. The proponent,
agreeing to comply with his
directions, said that the
construction of the park will

be started soon.

During the proceedings of the public hearing and even after the programme, no written suggestion, idea,
comment or objection was received.

.

As per the opinion of the local public, present in the Env. Public Hearing Programme, maximum people are
in favour of the proposed mining project.

In the end, Er. Praveen Kumar, Regional Officer, Himachal Pradesh State Pollution Control Board, Una
thanked the Chairman and all other participants for participating in this environmental public hearing.

hendra Pal Gurjar
Additional Deputy Commissioner
Una, Distt. Una (HP)
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