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Proceeding of Environmental Public Hearing organized by HP State Pollution Control Board
Una according to the provisions of EIA Notification No: S.0. 1533 (E) Dated: 14/09/2006 on
the proposal submitted by Sh. Jasjit Singh Sidhu, Sh. Manmeet Singh Sidhu, Smt. Gurpeet
Sidhu and Smt. Pushpinder Sidhu, Partners of M/s Him Chemicals & Allied Industries, VPO
Bathu, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP) for extraction of sand, stone and bajri @ 63,000
MT/year at Khasra Numbers 931, 935 & 936 falling in Mauza & Mohal Bathri, Tehsil
Haroli, Distt. Una (HP) over an area measuring 02-39-91 Hectares (Private Land, Hill Slope),
on 28/07/2025 at 02:30 PM at Rajiv Gandhi Common Facility Center, VPO Bathu, Tehsil
Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)

Environmental Public Hearing on the proposal submitted by Sh. Jasjit Singh Sidhu, $h. Manmeet Singh
Sidhu, Smt. Gurpeet Sidhu and Smt. Pushpinder Sidhu, Partners of M/s Him Chemicals & Allied Industries,
VPO Bathu, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP) for extraction of sand, stone and bajri @ 63,000 MT/year at
Khasra Numbers 931, 935 & 936 falling in Mauza & Mohal Bathri, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP) over an
area measuring 02-39-91 Hectares (Private Land, Hill Slope), was organized by HP State Pollution Control
Board, Regional Office Una on 28/07/2025 at 02:30 PM at the Rajiv Gandhi Common Facility Center, VPO
Bathu, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP). This public Hearing was organized by HP State Pollution Control
Board under the Chairmanship of Additional Deputy Commissioner Una cum Chairman of Environmental
Public Hearing, according to prescribed process of public Hearing.

In the Public Hearing, SDM Haroli, Mining Officer Una, RTO Una, Officers/Officials of various
Departments of local Administration, Representatives of local Gram Panchayats and residents of local &
nearby villages were also present. The attendance sheet of participants in the public hearing is enclosed as
Annex-1. g

First of all, Er. Praveen Kumar, Regional Officer, HP State Pollution Control Board Una, welcomed the
Chairman, Officers/Officials of various Departments of local Administration, representative of Local
Panchayats, Project Proponent & their Consultant and the Public. Thereafter he gave detailed information to
the people present regarding organization of the Environmental Public Hearing and started the process of
Environmental Public Hearing with the permission of ADC Una cum Chairman of the Environment Public
Hearing.

Thereafter, the Regional Officer, HPSPCB Una requested the Consultant of the Project Proponent from M/s
Chandigarh Pollution Testing Laboratory, Mohali (Punjab) to provide the detailed information of their
proposed project for the extraction/collection of sand, stone & bajri to the public. After the detailed
description of various aspects of proposed mining lease project given by the Consultant to the public, the
Regional Officer, HP State Pollution Control Board Una asked the people present in the Environment Public
Hearing to express their views, comments, suggestion and objections on the proposed mining project,
without any fear and pressure from any corner.

Videography of the Public hearing was also conducted. Accordingly, the proceeding of the Environmental
Public Hearing was recorded and the same is reproduced hereunder:

S. Name and Address Issues raised/Suggestions submitted | Reply of Issues raised/
No. Suggestions submitted
1. Sh. Manjeet Singh, | He stated that the entire land falling

Village Gurpalah, | under the proposed mining project is

Tehsil Haroli, District | situated in Village Bathri, and it has no




Una (H.P.)

relation either with Kailua village or
with any other village.

He described the benefits received by
local villages from the industries
established in Bela Bathri. He
informed that the meeting hall where
this public hearing is being held has
been constructed at a cost of about %15
crore, which was made possible
through the contribution of industries
and the Industries Department.

He mentioned that it is being said that
this land was earlier used as pasture for
cattle. He further stated that today,
because of the industries established
on this land. nearly 50,000 people have
local employment  opportunities.
Earlier, the people of this region used
to go to other states for work, but after
the establishment of industries, they
have been able to find employment
here itself. He emphasized that this
employment has been provided by the
industries set up here.

He added that due to the establishment
of industries, land prices in the area
have also increased, which has
benefitted the local people. He
explained that in 2005, the rate of land
here used to be 220,000 per kanal, but
due to industries, the rate today has
risen to 22 lakh per marla. He said that
land prices are so high that people do
not allow even a pole to be installed on
one marla of their land, whereas on his
200 kanal land. poles of the 133 KVA
line have been installed. In addition. he
pointed out that a 6-feet-wide IPH
pipeline also passes through his fields.

Highlighting his contribution. he
mentioned that during tenure of last
Panchayat in 2015, he himself had got
1,000 trees planted, which can still be
seen today.

He also noted that the development of
this area has been possible only
because of the industries. For example,
between 2015 and 2025, many
residential buildings costing lakhs of
rupees have been built here. People
who ecarlier did not even own a
motorcycle now own several vehicles.
The same is the situation with the
families of the village heads as well.




All  this is the contribution of
industries. He further stated that the
proponent of the proposed mining
project has also been active in this
region for the past 30-35 years and has
provided employment to people here.
He mentioned that the currently
proposed lease is being undertaken
fully in accordance with the Rules, and
it should also be granted approval. He
requested the Government that the
level of water drainage near the bridge
should be properly maintained so that
water flows out correctly. He further
stated that channelization work should
be extended by 30-35 meters on both
sides so that no damage occurs to the
land of local people.

\o]

Sh.  Pratap  Singh,
Gram Panchayat
Bathu, Tehsil Haroli,
District Una (H.P.)

He stated that the issue of crushers is
directly linked with development, and
most of the Government’s
development works are not possible
without them; therefore, their presence
is necessary. He mentioned that
industrial  units  also  contribute
significantly to pollution in the area,
yet only crushers are being blamed,
whereas their impact on air and water
pollution is much less compared to
industries.

He informed that the material obtained
from the crusher of the Project
Proponent has been used in the
construction of almost every street and
building of the village. He admitted
that mining does cause some damage,
but emphasized that it is essential that
mining be carried out only as per the
standards and Rules laid down by the
Government.

He suggested that for proper water
drainage, the Khad should be
channelized and a kacha (unpaved)
road should also be constructed along
with it. He also urged that in future
public hearings, industries should also
be called as they too contribute to
environmental pollution.

He further suggested that air and water
pollution should be checked from time
to time, and the concerned
Government  departments  should
regularly ensure that all activities are




being conducted strictly in accordance
with their notified guidelines.
In conclusion, he said that stone

crushers have played an important role
in the development of the area and will
continue to be required in the future as
well. However, it is equally necessary
that all mining activities be carried out
only in accordance with the Rules and
approved provisions.

Sh. Mohan Sharma,
Village Bathu, Tehsil
Haroli, District Una
(H.P.)

He inquired about the distance of the
proposed mining lease area from the
habitation (residential) zone. Along
with this, he suggested that the
administration should direct the miners
to erect barbed wire fencing or proper
boundary fencing around their mining
sites. Such fencing is necessary
because many times wild animals and
cattle fall into the mining pits and die,
for which compensation also has to be
paid.

He pointed out that in the lease area,
mining work is proposed to be carried
out in three phases, in a systematic
manner, and up to a few meters at a
time. However, the reality is that after
obtaining permission, mining is often
not conducted in an orderly manner;
instead, sometimes straight deep pits
of even 50 meters depth are created.
On this, he urged that the
administration should conduct
inspections from time to time and
ensure that mining is carried out
strictly according to the prescribed
Rules.

He stated that it is true that plantation
is done in the mining areas, but many
of the saplings do not grow into mature
plants. Therefore, special attention
should also be paid to ensuring that the
planted saplings survive and develop
into fully grown trees.

Sh. Harnam Singh,
Village Bathu, Tehsil
Haroli, District Una
(H.P.)

He stated that the khasra numbers on
which mining is proposed to be carried
out, as well as those where plantation
has been proposed, fall within
privately owned land. In such a
situation, it should be ensured who will
be responsible for the care and
protection of those trees. He suggested

The ADC Una directed the
Consultant of the Project
Proponent to make a provision
in the EMP/EIA report of this
project for the necessary
expenditure towards the carc
and maintenance of trees, so
that a concrete proposal in this




that either fencing/walling should be
provided around those saplings so that
animals cannot damage them, or
accountability should be clearly fixed
on someone.

He further stated that if plantation is
carried out on private land, then its
maintenance responsibility should rest
with the landowner; and if plantation is
carried out on Government land, then
its maintenance should be the
responsibility of the Panchayat.

regard may be prepared.
The ADC Una further directed

the Project Proponent to
assess the per-tree
maintenance cost for the

plantation carried out in each
of its projects and to ensure
concrete  adtion in  this
direction.

The Consultant of the Project
Proponent replied that the
responsibility of plantation
will rest . with the Project
Proponent and that necessary
provision  for  expenditure
towards plantation and its
maintenance has already been
made. He also clarified that

plantation will not remain
confined only to the mining
area but will also be

undertakeri at other suitable
sites.

Sh. Ganpati Gautam,
Journalist, Haroli,
District Una (H.P.)

He stated that even today, there are
many environment-conscious people in
our region who collect fruit seeds and
sow them on vacant land during the
rainy season. These seeds sprout into
saplings, but as soon as they grow a
little, some people cut them down and
use them as firewood for their stoves.
He said that while plantation and
ensuring their care until they grow is
achievable, it is equally important to
fix clear responsibility to ensure that
once the trees are fully grown, no one
cuts them and takes them away.

Sh. K.K. Rana, Ex-
Pradhan, Gram
Panchayat Bathu,
Tehsil Haroli, District
Una (H.P.)

He stated that in this public hearing
programme, where objections and
suggestions regarding the proposed
mining projects are being invited, he
wishes to present his views.

He mentioned that ever since crushers
were established in their village, the
environment of the area has been
completely degraded. Referring to the
adverse impacts of environmental
deterioration on the village, he said
that the temperature of their village
and surrounding villages has risen by
2-3 degrees above normal, due (0
which diseases have also increased.

He clarified that the villagers are not
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against crushers as such, but against
illegal mining. He said that mining has
been going on here for a long time, and
villagers have been consistently telling
the crusher owner that whatever
mining is carried out, it must be
strictly within the prescribed Rules.
They also informed the Mining
Department about illegal mining, but
instead of taking action, often villagers
themselves are  threatened and
intimidated.

Referring to the devastating floods of
last year, he said that the industries of
the area, were the most affected. After
the flood damage, many of the
industrial units set up here could not be
re-established as before. Where earlier
4-5 new industries used to come every
year and employment increased, now
due to the fear of floods, no
industrialist wants to set up a factory
here. -

He identified the degraded
environment as the main cause of
floods in the area and said that this
environmental damage has happened
because of mining. He further stated
that now cases of asthma and
tuberculosis are increasing in their
village, and the main cause is the dust
generated from stone crushing. Even
though people’s standard of living has
improved, asthma cases have also
increased.

He stated that the biggest loss from
mining is the floods affecting the
village. Due to illegal mining, the
channelization system created in the
village has been damaged. Forests
have been lost, and far from planting
new trees, even the trees that were
standing in the Khad have been
destroyed. :

He said that today, nearly 50 percent of
their village has come under the impact
of mining. They do not want the entire
village to fall within the mining zone
because they have to continue living
there. If mining increases further, they
will be forced to leave their village.
Giving an example, he said that only
last week, mining by this crusher had
started on private land near the house




of one of their Panchayat members,
which was stopped by the local
residents coming together.

He categorically said that legal mining
does not happen here at all, and it is
illegal mining which is causing
environmental damage, and this
environmental degradation is affecting
future generations.

He also said that due to pollution,
many children of the village who are
employed in good jobs now do not
want to live in the village and have
started settling outside.

He added that people who go for
morning walks observe that the whole
atmosphere remains polluted, and
compared to industries, far more dust
is generated from stone crushing and
mining.

In conclusion, he reiterated that mining
has caused extensive damage to the
environment of this area, and he
strongly objects to the proposed
mining projects.

Sh. Naresh Rana,
Gram Panchayat
Bathu, Tehsil Haroli,
District Una (H.P.)

He stated that in the previous public
hearing, the Project Proponent had
informed that approximately 6,000
trees had been planted. He appreciated
this, but insisted that a clear
responsibility should be fixed to ensure
whether the trees are actually being
planted or not. :

Secondly, he said that responsibility
should also be fixed to monitor
whether, during the lease period. the
Project Proponent is filling the pits
formed after mining with soil and
leveling them or not. He stressed that
fixing such responsibility is necessary
because today officials are present here
and can be questioned directly, but in
the future, when the project is
operational, if irregularities occur,
villagers will have no one to approach.

The ADC Una directed the
Consultant of the Project
Proponent to include this
suggestion in the final report
of the proposed project,
ensuring that the project is
regularly monitored and that
every five years, an audit be
conducted to verify how many
trees have been planted and
how many of them have
survived.

The Consultant of the Project
Proponent responded that after
receiving . approval, a
compliance report of the
project is submitted every six
months to the competent
authority, which also contains
details of the number of trees
planted.

Smt. Surekha Rani,
Pradhan, Gram
Panchayat Bathu,

Tehsil Haroli, District
Una (H.P.)

She stated that she supports all the
suggestions put forth by the villagers
in this programme and requested the
administration to give them due
consideration and take necessary
action accordingly.

Sh.  Vijay  Rana,

The Consultant of the Project

He stated that in this important




Member, Gram
Panchayat Bathu,
Tehsil Haroli, District
Una (H.P.)

meeting being held today, he wishes to
briefly present his views on a few
points. He mentioned that the main
subject of discussion is the proposed
lease, and it is necessary to remain
focused on that. He said that whatever
lease is granted must be strictly in
accordance  with  the  standards
prescribed by the Government, the
Pollution Control Board, and other
departments.

He further said that the villagers are
aggrieved because mining work in the
lease area is often not carried out in
accordance with the conditions on
which the lease is allotted, and in
reality, entirely different practices are
followed there. This matter requires
special attention. He informed that
crushers have been operating here for
the last 40 years and will continue to
operate in the future as well, but the
fundamental issue is that the proposed
lease should fully conform to the
prescribed standards. If any
irregularity is found in this regard, the
villagers have every right to oppose it
and to take necessary action further.

Proponent replied that the
mining work in the proposed
lease area will be carried out
strictly as per the prescribed
standards and in a scientific
manner.

Sh.  Pawan Thakur,
Gram Panchayat
Bathu, Tehsil Haroli,
District Una (H.P.)

He stated that he is a resident of
Village Bathu, where today the
administration has organized an open
hearing to discuss the issue of mining.
He complained that prior information

of these environmental public hearing -

programmes was not provided to the
villagers. Today, the information about
this programme reached people only
through the news published in the
newspaper; otherwise, no one was
informed. He urged that in the future,
whenever such a programme is
organized, prior information should be
given to all villagers through the
Panchayat.

He said that crushers have been
operating in the village for the last 50
years, and the villagers have also
received benefits from them. He
further clarified that he is not against
mining. He emphasized that for the
damages caused by mining, the stone
crushers are not responsible, but rather
the negligence of the Mining




Departnient is to be blamed. He stated
clearly that it is the responsibility of }
the Mining Department to ensure that
mining does not take place during
periods when it is not permitted under
the Rules.

He informed that he had repeatedly
given information to the Mining
Department about mining activities
being carried out at certain places, but
no action was taken. In conclusion, he
said that both stone crushers and
mining are necessary, but requested
that the Department ensure that all
future mining is carried out strictly in
accordance with the Rules and that the
Mining Department remain fully
vigilant in this regard.

During the proceedings of the public hearing, the following written letter was received:

1. Representation submitted by the Haroli Block Industries Association through its President, Shri
Rakesh Kaushal, relating to objections regarding the renewal of mining leases of M/s Him Chemical
& Allied Industries, situated at Village Bathu, Tehsil Haroli, District Una (H.P.).

As per the opinion of the local public, present in the Env. Public Hearing Programme, maximum people are
in favour of the proposed mining project.

In the end, Er. Praveen Kumar, Regional Officer, Himachal Pradesh State Pollution Control Board, Una
thanked the Chairman and all other participants for participating in this environmental public hearing.

: ra Pal Gurjar
Additional Deputy Commissioner
_ Una, Distt. Una (HP)



