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MunexuRE — 1L

Proceedings of Environmental public hearing conducted on date: 25/07/2025 for the proposal
. submitted by Sh. Rohit Jamwal, s/o Sh. Om Parkash Jamwal, Vpo Banghiar, Tehsil
Palampur, District Kangra H.P. and sh. Rahul Pathania s/o sh. Ranjeet Singh Village
Thapkour, Po Bhadroya, Tehsil Nurpur Kangra H.P. for the extraction/collection of sand,
stone and bajri from khasra no. 1558/1 (Govt. land , river bed) @ production capacity of
1,81,350 TPA, measuring area 15-03-30 hect. falling in Mauza & Mohal Dhanyara &
Alampur, Tehsil Dheera, District Kangra H.P.

Environmental Public Hearing on the proposal submitted by Sh.
Rohit Jamwal, s/o Sh. Om Parkash Jamwal, Vpo Banghiar, Tehsil Palampur, District Kangra H.P.
and sh. Rahul Pathania s/o sh. Ranjeet Singh Village Thapkour, Po Bhadroya, Tehsil Nurpur
Kangra H.P. for the extraction/collection of sand, stone and bajri from khasra no. 1558/1 (Govt.
land , river bed) @ production capacity of 1,81,350 TPA, measuring area 15-03-30 hect. falling in
Mauza & Mohal Dhanyara & Alampur, Tehsil Dheera, District Kangra H.P. was conducted on date:
25/07/2025 at the mining site at Khasra no. 1558/1 (Govt. land , river bed) falling in Mauza &
Mohal Dhanyara & Alampur, Tehsil Dheera, District Kangra H.P. by H. P. State Pollution Control
Board, Regional Office Dharamshala as per notification No-SO-1533 dated 14.09.2006. This public
hearing was organized by H.P. State Pollution Control Board under the Chairmanship of Ms. Shilpi
Beakta, H.A.S., Addl. Distirct Magistrate, Kangra at Dharamshala according to prescribed process
of public hearing. The attendance sheet of participants present in the public hearing is enclosed
(Annexure-I).

The officers/officials from different departments and Pradhan/ Up-
Pradhan and representatives of Panchayat, & local public of Panchayats were also present during

the public hearing.

First of all, Er. Varun Gupta, Regional Officer, H. P. State Pollution
Control Board, Regional Office Dharamshala welcomed the Chairperson, officers and officials of
various Departments, representatives of all Panchayats, local public, project proponents and their
consultants. He requested everyone to express their views, comments, suggestions and objections
regarding the proposal submitted without any fear and pressure, and Chairperson was requested to

permit to start the public hearing.

The Chairperson permitted to start the process of public hearing and
the project proponent was requested to give the detailed description to the public about the project
proposal. The detailed description regarding this proposed mining area was given by the consultant
of the Project Proponent. The Chairperson also requested the people present in this Environmental
Public Hearing to express their views, comments, suggestions and objections regarding this

proposed Mining Lease without any fear and pressure from any corner.
1




Videography of the public hearing was carried out. Accordingly the ~

proceedings of the Environmental Public Hearing were recorded and the same are reproduced here

as under.
Sr. | Name & Address Issues/Suggestions raised Reply
No.

1 | Sh. Karan Singh | He said that there has been damage | The Chairperson asked Sh.
S/o Late Sh. Aditya | due to mining. All my land has been | Karan Singh about the status of
Dass, R/o Lahad | washed away due to floods in August | his land.

Duhak, District | 2023 and no action has been taken by
Kangra H.P. the Revenue Department and no crate

wall has been provided. He said that
there will be damage due to mining.

He told that his land is on the bank of
Neugal Khad and due to the flood on
13th August 2023, the fencing and
poles provided by him were washed
away due to mining. At present, said
land has become very deep. Hence, it
will become even deeper after
mining.

He said that due to the mining carried
out there earlier, it had become
deeper.

He said that mining is not being
carried out by local people. Apart
from this, he said that due to mining
here, all the material will come down,
there are already 10 to 15 feet deep
pits here. And these pits will be filled
with the material coming from above.
Therefore, due to mining, our land is
getting washed away with water.

The Chairperson asked Sh.
Karan Singh about any mining
lease there.

The Chairperson asked Sh.
Karan Singh that if there is no
government mining lease there,
then is mining being done there
by local people?

The Chairperson informed that
Sh. Karan Singh, son of late Sh.
Aditya Das, Resident of Lahad
Duhak, District Kangra,
Himachal Pradesh, has
registered that his land is
already flowing due to the
floods that occurred since
August 2023. Due to which they
suffered huge losses and they
also said that if mining is to be
carried out here in the future,
the losses will be even more.

The project consultant informed




that if the depth of mining is up
to 02 meters, then the level of
the river will go down due to
mining, so the possibility of
floods is less and the mining
lease holder will also be asked
to build 05 retaining walls by
the environmental committee.
There is no private land within
the scope of this mining lease.
Since this place is elevated,
there is no possibility of water
logging here.

Smt. Urmila Rana,

R/o Dhaniayara,
District Kangra
H.P.

She said that she has ancestral
property near the river and this
mining area. There is a water scheme
for 10 panchayats which is from this
mining area. Our MLA has got the
bridge constructed here with great
difficulty. Due to mining here, our
future generations will suffer a lot.
Therefore, mining should not happen
here. If mining will be carried out
here, you will have to face resistance.

She said that due to the use of JCB
for mining. big pits have been formed
here which can cause damage to life
and property. About 10 JCBs are
deployed here for mining. For this
you can also ask the people here and
the Pradhan.

The Chairperson informed that
at the beginning of this public
hearing, it was conveyed that
the issues raised by you in this
public hearing will be sent to
the government and none of the
officers  present  here
authorized to approve
proposed mining lease. Hence
the issues raised by you,
include:

1. Your private land is adjacent
to this mining lease area.

2. One water scheme s
currently in place in this mining
area and one is proposed for the
future.

3. A bridge
constructed along this mining
area.

All of these can be harmed due
to mining. So your issues have
been noted will  be
forwarded to the government.

are
this

is also being

and

The chairperson asked the
mining department to clarify the
status of JCB being used for
mining here. The official from
the Mining Department
informed that JCB has been
used for constructing the check-




dam after due approval.

The people present there expressed their objections against the reply
given by the officer of the mining
requested everyone to €Xpress their views one by one.

department. Further, the chairperson

Sh. Ramesh Singh,
Retired Subedar,
R/o Village Duhak,
Distt. Kangra, HP

He said that the information given
here for the JCB being used for the
check-dam is completely false.
Continuous excavation has
carried out here by the crusher
owners, and challans were carried out
here when work was carried out by
mules. However no challan has been
carried out for the use of JCBs.
Continuous excavation by using J CBs
has resulted approximately 15 feet
deep pits. Therefore, the issues raised
by Mrs. Urmila Rana are absolutely
true. In future, the situation here
could become similar to the disaster
that occurred in Mandi.

been

He requested that a copy of the
proceedings of this public hearing
also be made available.

The Chairperson directed the
Mining Department on the spot
that the Mining Officer, Kangra,
will personally —appear and
provide information regarding
the mining being carried out
here. How much mining has
been carried out, whether it

complies with the mining
regulations or not? If the mining
has not been carried out

according to the rules, then it
must be determined who s
responsible, and an FIR will be
registered against them. In
addition. the Mining Officer
will also provide information
about the stone crusher units
operating  in area.
Furthermore, the Chairperson
directed the Mining Department
to take action and issue challans
against illegal mining in the
region. A review of this action
will be conducted the
Mining Department after 10
days. In  addition, the
Chairperson  directed that a
written copy of the proceedings

this

with

of this public hearing be
provided  to the  Gram
Panchayat.

The project consultant informed
that initially this mining leasc
area was proposed for 22
hectares, but due to the
construction of a bridge, it was
reduced to 15 hectares
maintaining 300 meters distance

for

from the bridge. Therefore, the




bridge will not be affected by
this mining project, and the
mining lease has been granted in
accordance with
maintaining a distance of 200
meters from the water supply
scheme.

regulations,

First of all, he thanked the
chairperson and the officers and
employees of various departments
and the local residents and said that |
have 03 Kanal land along this river.
First of all, the government should
make provisions for its safety because
at present a lot of mining is being
carried out here which was never
carried out before. And in future
mining should not be carried out here.

For the issues raised by Sh.
Kalyan Chand regarding soil
erosion, the Chairperson
requested  the  Up-Pradhan
present on the spot to get a
proposal to be prepared from the
Soil Conservation Department
and send it to the Deputy
Commissioner's office before 7
August so that action could be
taken on it. And a request was
made to provide a copy of the
proposal to Sh. Kalyan Chand
as well. Apart from this. the
issue of not allowing mining at
this place will also be forwarded
to the government.

Captain Kalyan
Chand, Village
Dhaniyara, Post
Office Duhak,
Tehsil  Palampur,
District Kangra,
H.P.

Sh. Om Prakash
Chandel, ACF,
Forest Division
Palampur, District

Kangra, H.P.

He asked the project consultant that
the coordinates given are not on the
river bed but further ahead, so will
this mining work be carried out on
bed or above it. If the
coordinates are on the bank, it should
be ensured that it is not forest
departments land.

the river

He requested to share the actual
coordinates of the proposed Khasra
number with all so that the status of
the mining area can be known.

The project consultant informed
that the coordinates shown are
of the entire Khasra number and
these coordinates are beyond the
river bed level but belong to this
Khasra. Mining activity will be
carried out in the river bed and
one-tenth of the width of the
river bed will be kept out of it.
Hence, there can be coordinates
in forest areas but mining work
will not be carried out there and
mining work will be carried out
only in the river bed.

The project consultant stated
that the information of the
actual coordinates of the mining
area would be provided.

Sh. Sanjay Kumar,

He informed that a bridge worth of

The Chairperson again informed
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Village and Post

Office Duhak,
District Kangra,
HE.

Rs. 35 Crore and a water scheme
worth Rs. 14 Crore are being
constructed here and in between this,
mining lease of Khasra No. 1558/1 is
being  allotted.  There is a
crematorium. 1f mining activity is
carried out here, the land will be
eroded and the bridge, water scheme
and the crematorium will also be
damaged. A 22 year old young boy
had lost his life due to mining. He
said that manual mining is fine but
pits up to 25 feet have been dug here
by using JCB, so who is responsible
for this? There are 02 crushers at a
distance of 200 meters, which also
change the flow of the river when
mining is carried out.

about the issues raised by Sh.
Sanjay Kumar that he has
lodged that: =
1. The proposed mining lease is
causing damage to the bridge
and Jal Shakti Department's
scheme (which supplies water to
about 10 panchayats).
Therefore, according to them,
this mining lease should not be
approved because there are
already 02 stone crusher units
within the radius of 200 meters.

Mrs. Ranjana Devi,
Panchayat
Committee
Member,  Village
Dhaniyara, District
Kangra, Himachal
Pradesh.

She stated that all the people present
here believe that the ongoing mining
activities are harmful for our village.
They do not want a situation like the
current one in Mandi district, where
significant damage has occurred.
Therefore, we are opposing to mining
in this area.

The  Chairperson  informed
about the issues raised by Smt.
Ranjana Devi, Panchayat Samiti
member that mining should not
be carried out here and the
should also

government be

informed.

Sh. Maninder
Kapoor, Junior
Engineer, Jal Shakti
Department,
Thural,

Kangra, HP.

District

He said that if 02 meters of mining is
carried out then the river will change
its course of water stream in rainy
season and if the course of water
stream changes then a new plan will
have to be made. Water scheme
worth Rs. 14 crore will supply water
to about 17000 people. And if the
course of water stream is changed
then from where will the water be
lifted for the scheme.

He said that this is untrue and
whenever it rains, the direction of the
water will change completely. Apart
from this, there is another water
scheme by the name of Duhak-
Dhaniara of Jal Shakti Department at
a distance of 01 km from here. So,

The project consultant informed
that if mining is carried out in a
scientific manner then there is a
possibility of less flooding. 1f
mining is carried out then the
water level will go down and
water will flow in one direction

only.

The project consultant informed
that the mining lease has been
approved by the Government
and No objection certificate has

been taken from all the
concerned departments
including Jal Shakti
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there is a lot of problem due to
mining, for which we have informed
the mining department many times.

He stated that they should have been
informed about the mining lease in
advance. However, they were called
directly today without prior notice,
and the boundaries of the proposed
mining lease area have not been
marked to indicate its location.

Department.

The project consultant informed
that polls have been installed on
the mining lease and it has been
marked during the inspection of
the joint committee in the year
2020 and only after that this
area is being given on lease.
Further the Chairperson
informed that there are two
main issues raised by Sh.
Maninder  Kapoor,  Junior
Engineer, Jal Shakti
Department, Thural:

1. Due to mining a water
scheme worth around Rs. 14
Crore which supplies water to
about 17000 people, which will
be wasted.

2. Apart from this, mining is
going on near Duhak-Dhaniyara
Lift Water Supply Scheme for
which the mining department
and related departments were
contacted times in
writing, but no action has been
taken. The Chairperson
requested to provide a copy of
the correspondence so that
further action could be initiated.

several

9 Sh. Sumit Rana,
Resident of
Dhaniyara, District
Kangra, Himachal

Pradesh.

/

He said that why so much mining is
being carried out in this area, there
are already 02 crushers and the
village can be damaged due to
mining. There is already drinking
water problem. In addition, the silt
water is also released into the river by
the stone crusher units, due to which
the water here is not usable and this
water was earlier used for daily
purposes. So why is so much mining
being done in this area only? Mining

The Chairperson informed that
the main issues raised by Sh.
Sumit Rana are:

1. Why is this area being
proposed for mining as there are
already 02 crushers installed
here.

2. Silt water is released into the
river by the crushers already
established here, which
degrades the quality of the river
water.
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can be done in Thural or Balkarupi.
Therefore,  mining should be
completely stopped here so that no
problems arises.

3. What steps are being taken
for the development of this area.
4. Why are crushers not being
installed in Thural or Balkarupi,
why are they being installed
only here.

10 | Sh. Sunil Rana, | He said that after a lot of difficulties
Resident of Duhak | the bridge is being constructed here
Dhaniyara, District and there is a water scheme
Kangra, Himachal | downstream. He thanked the Junior
Pradesh. Engineer, Jal Shakti Vibhag, Thural

for informing about the problems
being faced in the water schemes and
said that the people here are facing a
b ot dral ke e prcblens el . o
to the silt being released into the
water here, the machines used in the
water schemes have been damaged
and have been shut down. Apart from
this, a young boy has also died in a
pit dug by mining here. Hence, we
oppose this mining project.

11 | Sh. Rajesh Chopra, | He said that Khasra number of the | The Chairperson informed that
Assistant Engineer, | proposed mining lease has been the issues raised by Assistant
Public Works | demarcated in front of him and 300 | Engineer, Public Works
Department Thural | meters of area has been left out here. | Department, Thural are:

Hence. mining should not be carried | There should not be any mining

out 200 meters upstream and 300 | activity within 200 meters

meters downstream from the bridge. | upstream and 300 meters
downstream from the bridge.

12 | Sh. Nirdosh | He asked the official of Mining | The Chairperson requestm
Jamwal, Up- | Department about the distance of Up-Pradhan to  prepare @
Pradhan, Gram | Palam Stone Crusher from the mining | proposal for Sh. Karan Singh's
Panchayat Duhak, | lease arca and also informed that the | land within 7 days so that it

Distt. Kangra, HP

distance of Palam Stone Crusher from
here is 14 km and all the polluted
water comes from there. This was
reported through social media and
other means but no action has been
taken. However people having mules
are fined. But mining is carried out
by tractors and other machinery.
Mining here will cause a lot of
damage to this area. Therefore,
mining should not be carried out here

could be sent to the Deputy
Commissioner,  Kangra  at
Dharamshala and funds could
be arranged for it. Apart from
this, she requested to send other
land erosion cases in a timely
manner so that relief can be
provided to them as soon as
possible.
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and if mining is carried out, then we
all will be protesting against it,
elections will also be boycotted. A
18-year-old young boy"has lost his
life due to the pit created by mining.
There were 03 gharaats which have
been closed due to lack of water
because of mining. Therefore, people
have to face a lot of problems due to
mining. There is a nursery registered
at a distance of 20 to 25 meters from
this mining area. He requested that
plantation work should be done here
in which everyone will support you.
Therefore, mining should not be
carried out here. At present the water
resources here are sufficient but due
to mining this area dries up
completely by November. Mining has
been carried out to a great depth. You
can also inspect the spot for this. In
this, all the points raised by Sh. Karan
Singh regarding his land being
washed away due to mining are
absolutely correct.

13 | Sh. Deep Kumar, | He said that the Khasra number | The project consultant informed
Village Lahat | 1558/1 belongs to this mining lease | that this mining lease was
Duhak, Post Office | only and we want that all mining | approved in the year 2020 and
Duhak, Tehsil | activities and crushers should be | no mining activity has been
Thural, District | stopped from this area to Bharanta | carried out by the project
Kangra, H.P. area. proprietor. The pits created here

have been made by the
previously allotted mining lease
holders. Hence, action should be
taken against them.

14 | Sh. Ranveer Singh | First of all he thanked the | The Chairperson told that all the

Bhuria,  Pradhanf
Gram  Panchayat
Bairghata, District
Kangra, Himachal
Pradesh.

Chairperson, officers and employees
of various departments present there
and the local residents and said that if
the mining lease is not allotted here,
the material will have to be brought
from Pathankot. We bring material
from all the quarries free of cost.
Nearby Panchayats request the
crusher owners to provide material at

Duhak
there

people of  Lahat
Panchayat want
should be no crushing here and
the Pradhan told that
people are doing mining with
Form-M and some without
Form-M. There should be a
policy for that so that poor
people are not exploited and

that

some
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Mr. Sandeep Rana,
Village Dhaniyara,
District Kangra,
Himachal Pradesh.

low prices, but they do not co-
operate. Therefore, local people
shduld ‘get material at low prices.
Apart from " this, mining takes place
everywhere, so Form-M should. be
available so that local people can get
benefits. e _—_

excessive mining is not carried
out. Because this has caused
damage to the houses in thar |

‘panchayat. So these issues have

been noted.

He said that there is an irrigation
project along Khasra number 1558/1.
Here markings have been made in the
background in which ditches have
been dug in the field in Cheela
Chamotra, Mauja Alampur. Apart
from this, the road to the crematorium
is also closed. It was told that there
are benefits after the project is
implemented but there has been no
benefit.

He told that this area is adjacent to
Khasra No. 1558.

He said that there is a water supply
scheme, if the government will allote
the mining activities here the water
supply scheme should be withdrawal
first to avoid any wastage of public
money. He said there is no benefit of
mining here. Due to mining activities,
the road leading to the cremation
ground has also been closed.

Sh. Amit Sood,
Assistant Engineer,
Jal Shakti Vibhag,
Division Deroh,
Additional Charge,
Jal Shakti Division,
Thural, District
Kangra, H.P.

The Chairperson asked whether
the Cheela Chamotra area is
related to this project.

The Chairperson assured that
the Tehsildar Thural and Naib
Tehsildar Alampur will jointly
carry out the demarcation in
reference to the question raised
by Sh. Sandeep Singh and will
submit a report regarding the
same to the Chairperson.

The Chairperson clarifies and
directed to record the statement
that Mr. Sandeep is not satisfied
with the benefits from mining
activities here.

He told that irrigation projects are
being closed. About 25 water supply
schemes are running in Sulah Vidhan
sabha and Jaisinghpur area but due 10
the stone crusher units, the quality of
water is deteriorating day by day.
And the water level goes down. Apart
from this, crusher owners mine more
than the estimated one meter due to

Assistant Environmental
Engineer,  State Pollution
Control Board advised that the
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
(Civil) is the Chairman of the
joint inspection of any mining
lease and the Executive
Engineer of your Department is
its member. 1f you fear that any
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which these schemes are on the verge | mining project may cause any
of closure. harm, you should refuse it at the
initial stage itself so that you do
not have to face any problems in
the future.

17 | Sh. Naren Jambal, | He told that there are already 02 stone
Dhanyara, District | crusher units here. There was an
Kangra, H.P. irrigation scheme of Duhak-Dhaniara
in the year 2023, but all the pipes of
this scheme were washed away in the
drain and this scheme is closed. He
told that the distance of the projects
of Public Works Department and Jal
Shakti Vibhag is correct. But it
remains confined to papers only.
There is provision for diggingup to| ~ ====mmmmeees
02 meters in the crusher but digging
is done up to 15 meters. The depth of
this river has gone down 15 to 18
meters. The bridge here has been
constructed after about 71 years. He
said that work should be done as per
rules but all this remains confined to
papers only and who will be
responsible for ensuring that work is
done as per rules.

In addition, written issues/suggestions were received during the public
hearing are enclosed herewith as Annexure-Ilfor kind reference.

After this, the Chairperson thanked all those who were present during the
public hearing and said that the suggestions were given by the public without any fear and pressure.
This all has been recorded in written and videography has also been done. This will be sent to Govt.
of Himachal Pradesh and further decision shall be taken by the Government. At last, the Chairman
thanked all the Officers, Officials of various Departments and Pradhan, Up-Pradhan of villages and
local residents. '

At the end, Er. Varun Gupta, Regional Officer, H. P. State Pollution Control
Board thanked all the officers of different Departments and the public for attending the Public
Hearing and concluded the public hearing.

hilpi Beakta, H.A.S..
Additional District Magistrate,
Kangra at Dharamshala.
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