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Proceedings of the Environmental Public Hearing on the proposal submitted by BHAKRA BEAS
MANAGEMENT BOARD for the construction of 2 X 21 MW Hydro Electric Power Project at Vill. Baggi,
Tehsil. Sunder Nagar, Distt. Mandi.

Environmental Public Hearing on the proposal submitted by Bhakra Beas Management Board for the construction of 2 X 21 MW
Hydro Electric Power Project at Vill. Baggi, Tehsil. Sunder Nagar, Distt. Mandi was organized on 06.03.2023 at 11.00 AM by
H.P State Pollution Control Board, Regional Office Mandi as per the procedure notified vide notification No-SO-1533 dated
14.09.2006 under the chairmanship of Sh. Ashwani Kumar, Additional District Magistrate, Mandi, Distt. Mandi. The attendance
sheet of people present in the public hearing is enclosed as Annexure -I.

In the outset of the public hearing, Er. Atul Parmar, Regional Officer HPPCB, Mandi welcomed the
Chairman, Officers & officials from various Departments, Public representatives and local public. He gave a brief explanation
regarding the process of public hearing and its applicability on various projects. He also apprised everyone with the process
adopted for conducting the public hearing. It was requested that everyone can express their views, comments, suggestions
objections regarding the said proposal without any fear & pressure, the same can also be submitted in written also. Thereafter,

the Regional Officer requested the Chairman to accord permission to start the public hearing. The Chairman permitted to start
the process of public hearing.

The Executive Engineer BBMB presented the brief details regarding the proposed project, it was
apprised that some major components of the proposed project were already constructed during the construction of existing
project, however the study regarding stability of these existing components of the proposed project have been verified by
various technical expert agencies like IIT Roorkee, IR| Roorkee etc. The execution of the proposed project has been permitted
by Govt. of Himachal Pradesh in July 2019 and then the Draft Environment Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by
the consultants. Then, The consultants of the project presented the details regarding the Draft Environment Impact Assessment
report prepared for the proposed project.

Videography of the public hearing was also done simultaneously. Accordingly, the proceedings of the
Environmental Public Hearing were recorded and the same are reproduced below.



'Name & Address

7 Sh. Ramesh Kumar, Vill. Khiuri,
| Tehsil. Balh, Distt. Mandi

Issues/Suggestions raised |

'He welcomed everyone in the public
hearing and requested Executive
Engineer, BBMB to provide the
details regarding the utilization of
funds in existing project under LADA
scheme.

He alleged that various
representations/demands regarding
development works in the area have
been submitted to the project
authorities but no action has been
taken till date.

He submitted that the basic facilities
such as medical facilities,
educational institutes, public roads,
employment to the land losers/
affected villagers have not been
provided by the project authorities.

He suggested that the Local Area
Development funds shall only be
utilized for facilitation of the affected
panchayats only.

The Project consultant replied that earlier
during the construction stage of existing
project there were no provisions such as
Environmental public hearing, employment
to Local residents etc., he assured that the
project Authorities are bound to implement |
all the commitments made during the
public hearing in letter and spirit. He also |
expressed that the project Authorities shall |
submit six monthly Compliance report of |
the conditions imposed in the
Environmental Clearance. The !
demands/suggestions are being recorded |
and shall be presented to MOEF&CC The |
Regional Officer added that the Draft EIA

report is available at the website of HPPCB

and also circulated to all the local offices |
as well as Gram Panchayat, the same can |
be assessed and accordingly |
comments/suggestions can be submitted |

online as well as in the HPPCB, Regional |
Office, Mandi. |

|

The project consultant apprised that |
provision of 1.5 % fund amounting Rs. 385 l
Lakh has been proposed for Local Area‘i
Development Fund for various projects |
such as Human resource development, |




Skill development projects, construction of‘j
Hospitals, scholarships in the schools, |
development of public roads and other |
training infrastructures. He also added that |
the funds shall be utiized on the
recommendation of the Local Committee |
comprising of members from District
Administration,  local  representatives |
constituted under the Chairmanship of |
worthy District Magistrate. ;
The Chairman informed that there are two
types of funds, Corporate Social |
responsibility (C.S.R) and Local Area |
Development Funds (L.A.D.F). The funds
under CSR are being utilized as per the
decisions of the project Authorities only, |
whereas the LADF is being utilized in three
no. shares ie., District, Block and local
share, the major component of the LADF
shall be utilized in the local affected areas
only.

The Executive Engineer BBMB informed
that existing BSL project starts from
Pandoh to Slapper area and the Pandoh,
Baggi Sunder Nagar and slapper are the
main regions, the LADF has been utilized
through Distt. Level Committee as
submitted above. The  applications
proposals recommended through the
Worthy Deputy Commissioner have been

i
|
1
t
:




|

He queried . the Project
Administration about the no. of local
people employed in the existing
project. He apprised the project
authorities that there are sufficient
professionals such as Engineers,
Staff Nurses, Drivers etc. in the
affected village areas and they shall
be employed in the proposed
project. He also asked for the
reservation to the affected/local
residents for the recruitment in
proposed project. He queried about
the mode of the employment to the
local residents/Himachal Bonafide,
whether regular or contract?

He favored the proposed project as
it is important in the interest of the
nation, but the rights and welfare
demands of the public may also be
addressed by the project Authorities
simultaneously.

[ forwarded to the BBMB Head Office for

further processing accordingly.

\
The Executive Engineer, BBMB submitted 1
that the construction of the project will be |
outsourced and the operation of the project “
shall be done by BBMB authorities, he |
committed that as per the policy of the |
State Government, the himachal Bonafide |
shall be recruited 70% of the total
manpower during construction as well as |
operational phase. ‘

2.

' Sh. Yoginder Rana, Vill. Khiuri,
Tehsil. Balh, Distt. Mandi

He said that many times local
residents are feeling the vibrations
during the operations of the project

The Executive Engineer, BBMB accepted
that the vibrations are being caused during

the operation of the project, he submitted
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and raise a doubt regarding
increase of the intensity of these
vibrations after commissioning of
the proposed project. He submitted
that earlier also the issue has been
reported several times, but the
project authorities have not taken
any corrective action, he asked for
the permanent remedy of this
problem.

that these vibrations are being caused by
the energy dissipation from the tunnel,
after commissioning of the project the
water flow shall be diverted and
installation/operation of requisite Plant and
machinery of the proposed project will lead
to the permanent stoppage of these
vibrations.

~ Sh. Suraj Thakur, Vill. Khiuri,

Tehsil. Balh, Distt. Mandi

He welcomed all the dignitaries in
the public hearing. He submitted
that all the natural water sources in
the periphery of the BSL project
were got extincted which leads to
the water scarcity in the surrounding
areas during summers and hence a
water connection for drinking water
supply may be provided to all the
local residents.

He also said that the construction of
the bridge on the canal has changed
the flow direction which leads to
flooding in the residences and other
areas during rainy season, the
depth of the drain may be increased
in order to resolve this issue.

The Executive Engineer, BBMB submitted
that both the suggestions have been noted
and taken in account, the same shall be
done under Infrastructure development
through LADF as mentioned earlier by the
project consultants.

|
|




4. Sh. Puri Singh, VPO Baggi

Tehsil. Balh, Distt. Mandi.

He asked the BBMB authorities
regarding the areas  where
development works were carried out
in the existing project and the
amount of funds utilized for these
development projects.?

Whether any schools, hospitals etc.
established in the local area?

He alleged that the employment was
given to people from outer states
and local residents were ignored
while providing employment in the
existing project.

He said that two years back the
work regarding raising the height of
Aqueduct  was awarded to
Contractor, during the execution of
the work the natural water sources
were damaged and hence got
extincted. A check dam is required
to be constructed at the Aqueduct
point.

He raised the issue of Air pollution
due to plying of the heavy vehicles
on the local roads during
construction phase.

The Executive Engineer, BBMB submitted
that all the suggestions and
recommendation have been noted for the
taking requisite necessary action by the
project Authorities.

!

|
The Executive Engineer, BBMB submitted I
that the proposal for construction of check |
dam at Baggi Aqueduct has already been |
submitted to concerned Headquarter for
approval and the work shall be started
soon after completion of codal formalities
and also the construction of approach road
is already under process.

The Executive Engineer, BBMB submitted
that vehicles having valid Pollution Under
Control Certificate shall only be hired/used
during the construction phase and the
compliance in this context shall be ensured

by the project Authorities. vJ




He asked for strict implementation of
the restriction already imposed by
BBMB for passage of vehicles with
more than 25 Ton weight as such
vehicles can damage the aqueducts
which may lead to flooding in nearby
villages.

He said that it was proposed to
return the surplus land to the land
loosers/oustees but till date no
action in this regard has been taken
by the BBMB project Authorities.

The restricted load on the road is morel
than 5 Ton as notified by worthy Deputy |
Commissioner Mandi, several attempts |
were made for providing barricades in
order to ensure the complete prohibition of
vehicles but the same could not be
implemented due to the strong opposition
by the local residents, the matter has taken
up with the Govt. of Himachal Pradesh and
the implementation of the complete ban on
vehicles having load more than 5 ton shall
be implemented very soon.

This matter will be brought to the notice of
the Government/BBMB Authorities.

Sh. Bhupendra Thakur, Gram
Panchayat Kharad, Rajgarh,
Tehsil. Balh, Distt. Mandi.

He raised the demand that the
electricity may be provided free of
cost to the local villagers.

The Executive Engineer, BBMB replied
that 13 % Electricity shall be supplied to
the Govt. of Himachal Pradesh free of cost.
The demand regarding free electricity to
the local villagers has taken into
consideration for further necessary action.

Sh. Maheshwar Thakur, local
resident

He also raised the demand of
employment to local residents in
order to stop the migration of the
' local people to other states.

The demand will be ensured as per the
policy notified by Govt. of Himachal
Pradesh.










Administration The project
Authonties may execute the
construction of the proposed project
by taking local people into
confidence.

He asked the project Authorities for
regular silt exiraction from the canal
in order to avoid the flooding in the
adjoining areas. the check dams
may alsc be repaired/constructed.

He raised the demand for
construction of iraciorable bridge on
the canal at Bora village o Sen
village for the facilitation of the
villagers having agricultural land on
the other side of the canal. He also
asked for the beautification work
from Baggi to sunder Nagar by
camying out flowering. planiation
project for facilitation of the local
people.

In order to increase the surveillance
and avoid over speeding. he raised
the demand to provide Speed
breakers and CCTV cameras on the
road from Village Baggi to tunnel of
the existing project. He submitted
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that most of the solar lights are

damaged and not working. the same
may be got repaired and three no.
additional humus lights may be
provided at  Nalsar  Chowk,
Agueduct and Baggi Chowk.

He asked for the development of
Nalsar lake and seven adjoining
ponds comprising of 48 bigha area
and the surplus water is going into

' The matter shall be brought in the notice of
' Govt. of Himachal Pradesh/BBMB

‘ Authorities.

it, the same may be got developed |

from the tourism point and water |

sports activities may be started in
the lake.

-

Sh. Gopal Thakur, Vill. Khiuri, He raised the demand of metaling of

Tehsil. Balh, Distt. Mandi.

' road from Village Baggi to Electrical
' Division for the convenience of the
'local residents, also the project
" authorites may provide regular
' water supply to the local residents.

] He asked the BBMB Authorities to
get the land demarcated required to
)be acquisitioned for the proposed
| project so that the local residents
may have the knowledge of the
same.

He said that the drainage network is

The demands shall be considered as per
the provision of the Local Area
Development Funds & Guidelines under
Corporate Social Responsibility.

The demarcation of the land shall be got
done by the BBMB Authorities.

The BBMB Authorities shall check the




required to be constructed in the
surrounding areas as the water gets
overfown and damage the
agricultural land of the villagers.

feasibility and construct the same.
i
|
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She welcomed everyone present in
the public hearing and asked the
project Authorities to provide a
document regarding the
commitments on the demands or
suggestions in the public hearing.

The document shall be made available on
website www.hppcb.nic.in. ‘

He also favored the proposed
project and asked the Authorities to
provide written document regarding
the commitments made in the public
hearing by the project Authorities.
He raised the demand and asked for
surety from project Authorities for
construction of a major Hospital and
School for the local villages.

The document shall be made available on
website  www.hppcb.nic.in  and the‘f
demands shall be considered as per the |
provision of the Local Area Developmenti
Funds & Guidelines under Corporatel\
Social Responsibility. '

11.  Smt. Gorja Devi, Vill. Khiuri,
Representative Gram
. Panchayat Kehad, Tehsil. Balh,
- Distt. Mandi.
12. .ShA Lalit Thakur, BDC Kehad,
' Tehsil. Balh, Distt. Mandi.
|
x' |
" 13. |The Vice President Gram

T
|  Panchayat Baggi, Tehsil. Balh,
| { Distt. Mandi.

He welcomed all the Govt. Officers
and Publicc he expressed his
satisfaction over all the comments
and suggestions expressed by the
residents and representatives. He
thanked the Distt. Administration for

| organizing the public hearing.
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. A_t .the culmination of public hearing, the Chairman requested BBMB Authorities to prepare a coordination
committee comprising of local representatives, Govt. officers, BBMB officers in order to resolve various concerns at local level

during construction as well as operational phases as well as in order to have better communication amongst local residents and
BBMB authorities.

. The Addl. District Magistrate cum Chairman assured the people that the issues discussed in the public hearing
shall be mcprporated in the proceedings of the public hearing and the same shall be submitted to Ministry of Environment and
Forest & Climate Change, Govt. of India through proper channel for further necessary action regarding the proposed project.

N _ At the end, Er. Atul Parmar, Regional Officer, HPSPCB thanked all the participants and the District
Administration for attending the Environmental Public Hearing and sharing their views regarding the proposed project.

I

Sh. Ashwani Kumar
Additional District Magistrate cum Chairman
Mandi, Distt. Mandi



Statement of issues of Environmental Public Hearing on the proposal submitted by BHAKRA BEAS
MANAGEMENT BOARD Sunder Nagar for construction of 2 X 21 MW Hydro Electric Power Project at
Vill. Baggi, Tehsil. Sunder Nagar, Distt. Mandi.

Sr. No.

Name & Address

Issues/Suggestions raised

1.

- Sh. Ramesh Kumar, Vill. Khiuri, Tehsil. Balh,
Distt. Mandi

He asked to provide the details regarding the utilization of funds
in existing project under LADA scheme.

He alleged that various representations/demands regarding
development works in the area have been submitted to the
project authorities but no action has been taken till date.

He submitted that the basic facilities such as medical facilities,
educational institutes, public roads, employment to the land
losers/ affected villagers have not been provided by the project
authorities.

Local Area Development funds shall only be utilized for !
development works in the affected panchayats only. !

He queried the Project Administration about the no. of local |
people employed in the existing project. He apprised the project |
authorities that there are sufficient professionals such as
Engineers, Staff Nurses, Drivers etc. in the affected village areas |
and they shall be employed in the proposed project.

He also asked for the reservation to the affected/local residents
for the recruitment in proposed project. He queried about the
mode of the employment to the local residents/Himachal
Bonafide, whether regular or contract?




Sh. Yoginder Rana, Vill. Khiuri, Tehsil. Balh,
Distt. Mandi

He raised the issue of vibrations in the houses of the residents
during the operations of the project and asked for the permanent

remedy of this problem.

Sh. Suraj Thakur, Vill. Khiuri, Tehsil. Balh, Distt.
Mandi

He asked for water supply connections for providing drinkin—g_f‘t
water to all the local residents. |

|
the depth of the drain may be increased in order to resolve the “
flooding issues during rainy seasons. L

Sh. Puri Singh, VPO Baggi Tehsil. Balh, Distt.
Mandi.

Whether any schools, hospitals etc. established in the local area? |
A check dam is required to be constructed at the Aqueduct point.

Plan may be prepared for control of Air pollution due to plying of
the heavy vehicles on the local roads during construction phase.

He asked for strict implementation of the restriction already
imposed by BBMB for passage of vehicles with more than 25 Ton
weight as such vehicles can damage the aqueducts which may
lead to flooding in nearby villages.

He said that it was proposed to return the surplus land to the land
loosers/oustees but till date no action in this regard has been
taken by the BBMB project Authorities.

Sh. Bhupendra Thakur, Gram Panchayat
Kharad, Rajgarh, Tehsil. Balh, Distt. Mandi.

He raised the demand that the electricity may be provided free of
cost to the local villagers.




6. Sh. Maheshwar Thakur, local resident He also demanded the employment to local residents in order to | |

stop the migration of the educated people to other states. *

7. Sh. Murari Lal Rana, Vill. Khiuri, Tehsil. Balh, | He demanded to open the skill development center for overaHK
| Distt. Mandi development of the local people. |
‘ {
‘ \‘ The ground water discharged in the gallery may be treated by the |
| | project authorities and supplied to local residents. ‘
‘ ]
“ ‘z The Playgrounds at public places may be constructed in order the

sop the drugs addiction in the youth of the local area.

1 He asked for development of community hall for local publici

people.
8. Sh Vikas Gupta, V.P.O Baggn Tehsil. Balh, | He raised the demand for construction of an indoor stadium for |
‘ Dlstt Mandi the youth.

Also, he suggested that the BBMB Authorities in association Wlth
District Administration construct a solid waste processing facnhty
especially for the collection, segregation and processing of plast|c
| . waste for the local areas.

|

9. ‘J Sh. Vinod Thakur, Pradhan Gram panchayat | He asked for 70 % employment to Himachal Bonafide people and
' Nalsar, Tehsil. Balh, Distt. Mandi. local residents too.

| He submitted that the maximum benefits through C.S.R and
l : LADF may be given to the local affected panchayats and the
L surplus land may be returned to the land loosers/oustees as per

the agreement made by the BBM Authorities during the
construction of existing project.
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”The>pAr‘orjéEtﬁAf{trﬁc7rities may execute the construction of the

proposed project by taking local people into confidence.

Regular silt extraction from the canal in order to avoid the flooding
in the adjoining areas, the check dams may also be

repaired/constructed.

Construction of tractorable bridge on the canal at Bora village to
Seri village for the facilitation of the villagers having agricultural

land on the other side of the canal.

Beautification work may be done from Baggi to sunder Nagar by
carrying out flowering, plantation project for facilitation of the local

people.

Speed breakers and CCTV cameras on the road from Village |
Baggi to tunnel of the existing project.

Solar lights are damaged and not working, the same may be got |
repaired and three no. additional humus lights may be provided at |
Nalsar Chowk, Aqueduct and Baggi Chowk. ‘

3
Nalsar lake and seven adjoining ponds comprising of 48 bigha |
area may be developed from the tourism point and water sports

activities may be started in the lake.

=
!

10.

;f Sh. Gopal Thakur, Vill. Khiuri, Tehsil. Balh, Distt.

’ Mandi.

|

Metaling of road from Village Baggi to Electrical Division for the
convenience of the local residents, also the project authorities
may provide regular water supply to the local residents.




¢t demarcated

land to be acguisitioned for the proposed proje
required to be acquisitioned for the proposed project so that the
local residents may have the knowledge of the same.

o be constructed in

He said that the drainage network is required t
the surrounding areas as the water gets overflown and damage

the agricultural land of the villagers.

Smt. Gorsa Devi, Representative Gram She asked the project Authorities [0 provide a document
Panchayat Kherad. Tehsil. Baih. Distt. Mandi. regarding the commitments to the demands or suggestions raised

in the public hearing.

Sh. Lalit Thakur. BDC Kehar, Tehsil. Balh. Distt.

written document regarding the commitments mad

ct Authorities.

public hearing may be provided by the project 4

-
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l‘.’a"é’
asked for surety from project Authorities for construction of a
major Hospital and School for the local villages.
3 The Vice President Gram Panchayat Baggi. He expressed his satisfaction over all the comments anc
Tehsil. Balh. Distt. Mandi. suggestions exp'nssco by the residents and representatives. He
| the Distt. Administration for organizing the public hearing.

thanked

i.w

Sh. Ashw%l{umar

Additional District Magistrate cum Chairman
Mandi, Distt. Mandi
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